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Figure 1
The Waldviertel in Lower Austria.
Land of our earliest known ancestors.
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Forward
Regardless of how we spell our name, which language we call our native tongue, or on what side of the
globe we were born, we are all part of one tiny, rare, and very special family. The following pages contain
the amazing story of how we all have finally been connected, and how, ultimately, we have been able to
understand our destiny and rediscover our family’s identity.
The knowledge of our ancestors had been lost to our consciousness for centuries, but now has come to
light. Our story began – and almost ended – four hundred years ago, when circumstances and conditions
conspired not only to try to exterminate our ancestors, but also to expunge their very memory from the
pages of history.
This journey of discovery began with the simple desire to find a “Hessian” ancestor, but grew into
something far greater, ultimately revealing many very real people and places that were laid out before us
like a canvas.
It is my belief that our family has always instinctively known who we are, but are only now able to
understand where we came from, and why. The key to the mystery surrounding our origins has been found,
unlocking the secrets that we have yearned to know for generations. Not surprisingly, the traits that were
evident in our forefathers that came before us are mirrored still in our family today. From our pilgrim and
pioneer ancestors, we have inherited the qualities of faith, honesty, loyalty, an appreciation of hard work, a
humble spirit, humor, good nature, the love of family and homeland, a willingness to help others, a
closeness to the land, and even sometimes, stubbornness.
Through careful research and modern science we have remarkably been able to gain back enough
knowledge to piece together the story of our past. We are no longer in the dark, relying solely on family
lore and tradition. Through shared blood and heritage, we are all intricately connected, but it is the unseen,
inexplicable, visceral desire to really know my ancestors that has driven me to discover their story and give
them a voice. It astonishes me to consider the amount of knowledge about them that has forever been lost
to the ages, but it takes my breath away when I think of all their treasures that have survived and found
their way back to us, and even more importantly, that our family has survived at all.
Had it not been for the survival of one lone pilgrim and his wife, the plan to exterminate our family would
have succeeded, and the thousands who came after them would have never been.
Dedicated to
ANDREAß and MAGDALENA RIERSCHNECKH
Oldest known Austrian ancestors of our family,
and their Descendants.
Marie Rasnick Fetzer
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The Mountains Calling
The mountains touch all the senses in ways that I’ve not found
anywhere else. Perhaps, even the soul is touched and
imprinted with a homing urge for the mountains; for, no matter
how far I travel or how long I stay away, there is a longing inside
to return to the place where I was born and raised. There is an
empty place needing to be filled once more by walking those
mountain paths, drinking the water, breathing the air, and eating
the produce of the soil. Because it is still a part of me and I
cannot feel complete until, once again, I become a part of it.
Monroe Rasnake

Thanks to the many who have joined in the search for our family:
Descendants and Researchers

Other Researchers and Historians

Charles Rasnick
Christian Rührschneck
Conrad Ruehrschneck
David Ruehrschneck
Donald F. Potter, Jr.
Effie Pearl Rasnick
Frieda Patrick Davison
Harriet Ellen Rasnick
Jack Askren
John Stuart Rasnick
Karen Street Tiller
Lynn Rasnake Thompson
Nancyann Rasnick Serra
Robert Rührschneck

Felix Gundacker
Friedrich R. Wollmershäuser
Helmut Bomhard
Helmut Wunder
Horst Lochner
John Merz
Judge E. J. & Hetty Sutherland
Kevin T. Lett
Mark Kiser
Peter Pfaender
Robert Brooks
Roger E. Nixon
Sabine Schleichert
William & Thora Sutherland

Anonymous Contributors and
All the Members of
~ The Jacob Rasnick Project ~

7

Chapter 1
A Very Rare Name
“Rührschneck” is said to be a “funny” name, and although it is used by a family group in southern
Germany, the name itself is not German. According to Geogen Surname Mapping, there are 29 phone
book entries, with only an estimated 72 individuals with that name, who are localized in 11 counties1 . This
comprises an incredibly small percent of the country’s population of more than 83 million. Early
correspondence with some German family members revealed they knew little or nothing about where they
came from, or even of each other. Their origin was a mystery.

Landkreis = District
Kreisfreie Stadt = Free City (not associated to any district)

1

One can clearly see that the name is
predominantly seen in southern Germany
(around Nürnberg), near the area where
our earliest known Rührschneck
ancestors first settled.

Geogen Surname Mapping : http://christoph.stoepel.net/geogen/en/Default.aspx
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Smaller still is the ultra rare American Ruehrschneck family, with only a handful using that name found in
the states of Indiana, Illinois and Pennsylvania.
“Rasnick” is also a funny name. In the U.S., there are at least two groups sharing this name.
•

Jewish Group

One group of Rasnicks (Resnick, Reznick, Reznik, etc.) descends from Jewish emigrants, some of whom
arrived from Kovno, Russia to Ellis Island in 1886. 2,3,4

Figure 2
1898 Wedding photo of
Pesha Fruma “Fannie” Rasnick (1872-1949)
and Barnett Fine (1871-1962). Both were born
in Kovno, Russia and immigrated to America
(NY) in 1886. These are members of the Jewish
Rasnick family which is separate and distinct
from the German and American Rührschneck
and Rasnick Family.

Figure 3
Dvora and Dov Rasnick.
Parents of Peshua Fruma Rasnick.
Photo taken in Kovno Russia.

2

Ellis Island: http://www.ellisisland.org/search/passSearch.asp
Ancient Faces: http://www.ancientfaces.com/research/
4
Fine, Paul.
3
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•

Protestant Group

The second group of American Rasnicks descend from the SW Virginia pioneer known as “Jacob
Rasnick”. Through oral tradition, it had always been known that he was a “Hessian” soldier who had
come to America during the Revolutionary War, and that Jacob Rasnick was not likely the name that he left
Germany with. It had been recorded over the years with various spellings, including Reversnuck,
Rosenake, Raresnake, Rearsnake, Raresnick, Raversnuck and Reversnuk, 5 but there was no clue as to
what his real name was, or where he was born; he too, was a mystery.
All that changed with the discovery of Jacob’s true name, Johann Jacob Rierschneck. 6
Jewish or Protestant?
Research reveals several different reasons why the Jewish group of American Rasnicks belongs to a
separate and distinct family from Jacob Rasnick and his family, who were Protestants.
•

The “Hessian” Rasnick arrived about a hundred years prior to the Jewish Rasnicks, bearing a
totally different surname, ethnicity, religion and heritage. The “Hessian’s” original surname was
Rierschneck, and only evolved into Rasnick after many years of being recorded or misspelled by
people of differing dialects and levels of literacy.

•

There is no evidence of any Jewish heritage in the “Hessian’s” ancestry, but rather to the contrary.
His ancestors not only exclusively christened their children in the Lutheran church; they in fact,
defended their Protestant religion unto persecution and death. His descendants remain Christian
today, with the family having produced many ministers over the years.

•

Jews during the time of the Revolutionary War would have been looked down upon and not been
allowed in the German Army. 7

Our Family Connection Confirmed
So what does all this mean and who are we, really? Simply put, our family consists of three groups: (I) all
Germans and (II) all Americans who bear the name Rührschneck (or Ruehrschneck), and (III) all of the
American Rasnick (or Rasnake or Rasnic) name bearers who descend from the “Hessian” soldier Johann
Jacob Rierschneck, known as Jacob Rasnick, who settled in SW Virginia after the Revolutionary War.
Additionally, it has been recently discovered that there are a very few members of the American
Ruehrschneck family who chose to simplify the spelling of their surname to “Rushneck”. 8 Further
research is underway on this group.
Recent y-DNA analysis confirms the paper trail created by our researcher who used traditional methods,
and positively connects these three branches to a common ancestor. 9
We believe that our research indicates that our family does not include the Rasnick (Resnick, Reznick,
Reznik, etc.) family of Jewish descent. No y-DNA testing has been done so far that would confirm this
belief. We would welcome a member of that family to provide a sample of their y-DNA for comparison.

5

Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade Hollow (SW Virginia) 1722-1977” Vol. 1.
p. 24. Published 1978.
6
Marriage bond of Philip Couts and Anna Kiser, August 22, 1785. Shenandoah County, Virginia.
7
Fine, Paul.
8
Ruehrschneck, Conrad.
9
See Appendix VI, DNA chart prepared by Dirk Schweitzer, Ph.D.
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Who Belongs to OUR
Rührschneck-Ruehrschneck-Rushneck
Rasnake-Rasnick-Rasnic
Family???
Andreaß Rierschneckh
(Earliest Known Member of the
Family.)
Protestant Exile from Austria.
ALL
his descendants are members
of our
family and make up the
following branches.
There are no longer any
members of his family left in
Austria today.

GROUP I
(middle group)
All
Rührschneck
name bearers
in
Germany.
(Mostly concentrated
around Bavaria.)

GROUP II
(smallest group)
All
Ruehrschneck
and a few Rushneck
name bearers
in the
United States.
(Indiana, Illinois and
Pennsylvania,)

Copyright © 2009 Marie Rasnick Fetzer.
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GROUP III
(largest group)
All
Rasnake-Rasnick-Rasnic
name bearers who descend
from the “Hessian” soldier
Jacob Rasnick
(Johann Jacob Rierschneck)
from
SW Virginia,
United States.

Surnames
In Europe, surnames 10 began to be used in the 12th century, but it took several more centuries before the
majority of Europeans had one. Their primary purpose was to uniquely identify one person from another,
and eventually, they were passed down from parents to children. Most surnames fall into four categories:
•
•
•
•

Some are derived from first names
Others refer to occupations
Or Locations where their bearer lived
Or nicknames

What is our family’s original name? Our oldest surname - Rierschneckh - dates back to Austria to about
the year 1612. 11,12 The most common spellings of our family surname seen today are: Rührschneck,
Ruehrschneck, Rasnake, Rasnick, and Rasnic.
Where did our surname come from and what does it mean? To be able to answer these questions we would
need to determine the etymology of our surname.
In the German language, the verb “ruhr” means to stir,
and “schneck” means snail, so the literal translation of
Rührschneck is “stir-snail”. 13 It doesn’t really seem to
fit in any of the above categories, and in itself, it offers no
clue as to its meaning or origin.
There is a location in western Germany called the Ruhr
section, containing a tributary of the Rhine River called
the Ruhr River, 14 which seems like it might have
something to do with the name, but remember, the family
already had the name Rührschneck, or its earlier form,
Rierschneckh, before ever migrating to Germany, so it
seems unlikely the family name would have anything to
do with that place.
Austria is the earliest place that we have found traces of
our family so far, but the family has long been gone from
there. 15 Y-DNA analysis puts our family into the R1a
haplogroup, indicating its origin most likely from the area
around Ukraine, Poland or the Slavic countries. 16 More
clues to our earliest origins and meaning of our name may
be found as we explore these areas in the future.
Figure 4
Ruhr Section of Germany
10

Surnames: http://susrnames.behindthename.com
”Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten im Waldviertel 1652-1654” (Codex Vindobonensis 7757 der
Nationalbibliothek Wien). Georg Kuhr und Gerhard Bauer. Nürnberg 1992. 651 S., 4 Abb.,
3 Kartenskizzen. Page 248, line 334-13.
12
Schleichert, Sabine. Rührschneck Report No. 5.
13
Rührschneck, Christian.
14
Wikipedia/Ruhr River: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruhr_(river)
15
Gundacker, Felix.
16
Family Tree DNA : http://www.familytreedna.com/public/R1aY-Haplogroup/default.aspx
11
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Figure 6

Figure 5

Lake Pariguz and Avala
Mountain in Resnik,
Serbia.

Figure 7
Portion of Resnik, Serbia in 2002.

The Ruhr section in Western Germany contains
the Ruhr River, a tributary of the Rhine River.
The name Rasnick seems to be a
little more traceable, having several
Resnik,
different known uses and meanings.
Croatia
In the Ukrainian language, like in
Czech and Slavic, it translates to
something like “handy-with-a-knife”
In the former
or “butcher”. 17
Russian Empire, this name was often
given to a Jewish family being not
only handy with the knife, but having
the right to cut kosher meat. 18 The
similar sounding word “rushnyk” is a
Ukrainian word for a decorative
crocheted or embroidered hand
towel. 19 There is also a Rasnic (or
Raznic) River which is a tributary of
the Jiu River found in southern Romania. 20 In Croatia there is a place called Resnik, 21 and Resnik
(Peсник) is also the name of an urban neighborhood in Belgrade, Serbia. 22
Unfortunately, the name Rasnick, as far as our family is concerned, has already been determined to have
been a mutation of Jacob Rierschneck’s name after he settled in America, and as such would seemingly
have no bearing on the discovery of our family’s place of origin prior to Austria.
Heraldry
As far as can be determined at this time, Andreaß Rierschneckh and his descendants came from very
humble beginnings. There are no known crests, coats of arms or mottoes associated with the family.

17

Czech Dictionary Online: http://www.wordbook.cz/index.php
Skorwid, Sergey S. (Slavic Language Researcher.): slavlang@philol.msu.ru
19
Cable, Irina. (Native of Belarus.): irina.cable@yrcw.com
20
Wikipedia/Rasnic River: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rasnic_River
21
Mapquest/Resnik, Croatia: http://europe.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?formtype=address&country
=HR&addtohistory=&city=Resnik
22
Wikipedia/Resnik, Serbia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resnik
18
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Chapter 2
An Historical Perspective

Austria
Long ago, very specific and dramatic events took place which caused the re-location of our
Rührschneck ancestral home from Ӧsterreich (Austria) into what is now modern Deutschland
(Germany).

Waldviertel
Our family’s story begins about four hundred years ago in the ancient frontier
of Austria. Castles and fortresses can still be seen today dotting the
landscape, bearing witness to its long and eventful history. About an hour’s
drive from Wein (Vienna), it is a picturesque scene now, but it was not always
so peaceful. The place is called the Waldviertel, or the
“wooded quarter”, and lies in an extensive forest
between the Donau (Danube) River and Czechia
(Czech Republic), in the present day province of
Nieder-Ӧsterreich (Lower Austria). 23 ,24

Figure 8
Waldviertel.

23
24

Stuetz, Kent: http://austrianfamilyhistory.org/
Lower Austria: www.niederoesterreich.at
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Protestant Reformation
During medieval times, the Catholic Church held spiritual dominion over the people in the Waldviertel, and
indeed, over all the nations of Europe. 25
In 1517, a Catholic monk named Martin Luther, nailed up a list of 95 criticisms of what he saw as the
corruption and false doctrines of the Catholic Church. This started a movement known as the Protestant
Reformation, 26 which spread into Austria and resulted in a tumultuous cultural and religious rebellion that
overturned the thousand year domination of the Catholic Church.

Figure 9
Catholic monk Martin Luther nailing up his 95 Theses on the
church door in Wittenberg, Germany in 1517.

25
26

PBS/Martin Luther: http://www.pbs.org/empires/martinluther/about_driv.html
Wikipedia/Protestant Reformation: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
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Counter Reformation and The Thirty Years War
During this time, Protestantism spread rapidly over Austria and was well supported by the local
nobility. 27 In some areas of the Waldviertel, the population was almost 100% Protestant. 28
About a hundred years later, the area was controlled by the Catholic Emperor Ferdinand II of the
House of Hapsburg, a remnant of the Holy Roman Empire. Ferdinand II was most intolerant of
Protestantism and re-conquered the country with the utmost intensity. This then, was the forerunner
of the fateful Counter Reformation, which as good as sealed the fate of the Protestants in the
Waldviertel. 29
Further conflict arose from the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). Rooted in the ongoing religious and
imperial ambitions of the House of Hapsburg, it was one of the most destructive conflicts in
European history. 30 The war was fought primarily (though not exclusively) in Germany, and at various
points involved most of the countries of Europe, resulting in extensive destruction of entire regions.
Episodes of famine and disease significantly decreased the population while bankrupting most of the
warring powers. Armies were expected to be largely self-funding and generally ravaged the countryside,
taking whatever they could. This encouraged a form of lawlessness that often imposed severe hardship on
inhabitants of the occupied territory.
It is within this context of political, economic and religious instability that we find our earliest ancestor,
Andreaß Rierschneckh, in the Wooded Quarter in a place called Rappottenstein.

Figure 10
A priest blesses hanging victims in this famous etching from the Thirty Years War.
“Les Grandes Misères de la Guerre” No. 11 “La Pendaison” (The Gallows Tree). 1633.
Jacques Callot. Metropolitan Museum of Art.
27

Pfaenders, Peter: http://www.pfaenders.com/html/content.html
Gundacker, Felix. IHFF. “Exulanten”: http://www.ihff.at/IHFF_Exulantene.htm
29
Ibid.
30
Wikipedia/Thirty Years War: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty_Years'_War
28
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Chapter 3
Faith of Our Fathers
Rappottenstein

Figure 11
Rappottenstein Castle deep within the Waldviertel.
The tiny village of Rappottenstein and its castle were founded in the first half of the 12th century. It is a
market town on the Kamp River in Zwettl County, Austria. Population is about 1,844. 31
Andreaß Rierschneckh was born about 1612. 32 As a small boy he would have lived under the watchful
protection of Rappottenstein’s beautiful castle, but his young life was soon to be filled with hardship and
chaos.
By the time he was six years old, the devastating Thirty Years War had begun, bringing with it the terror of
death, famine, pestilence and plague. Rappottenstein Castle was besieged several times during the war.
Soldiers ransacked the village from time to time and took whatever they needed. Since the castle’s owner
had to provide troops for war service to the Emperor, the male inhabitants of the village were violently
forced to join the Emperor’s army. Many men fled into hideouts in the woods to escape. 33
In the fall of 1627, when Andreaß was a young man of fifteen, Emperor Ferdinand II proclaimed an edict
affecting the people of the Waldviertel, declaring all Protestant pastors, preachers and teachers leave
Austrian lands within two weeks, 34 to be replaced by Roman Catholic clergy. The Emperor set up a
commission of heavily armed soldiers who roamed the country ferreting out Protestants, dragging them to
31

AEIOU Encyclopedia of Austria: http://www.aeiou.at/
Schleichert, Sabine. “Rührschneck” Report No. 4.
33
Pfaenders, Peter.
34
Gundacker, Felix.
32
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“re-education” camps, closing churches, stealing their children, burning books and generally spreading
terror among the local population. Protestant city officials were replaced by Catholics; Protestant
cemeteries were vandalized; and virtually all Protestant records were altered or destroyed. 35

Figure 12

Figure 13

“Parents Teaching Their Children Protestant
Religion.” A contemporary copperplate
engraving of the 16th Century.

The Burning of Protestant Books.

During this time the people of the Wooded Quarter lived in constant fear and were forced to go
underground to continue their religious lives in the secrecy of their homes. Relentlessly hounded, the
people of the Waldviertel refused to conform. Even without the benefit of Protestant clergy, they strongly
resisted for many years, but were finally overcome with sheer brutal force.
In 1652 the Emperor put out an order to further eradicate the country of the Protestant faith. Those still
refusing to become Catholic would be forced to appear before a commission for further investigation, or
opt for immigration. Many sold their farms and homes at a great loss, or secretly snuck out in the middle of
the night, leaving all their possessions behind. Many families were torn apart when children under fifteen
years old were forced to stay behind, as the Catholic clergy believed that they were young enough to be
retrained (indoctrinated) into the Catholic religion. 36
Thus began the persecution and thirty year eradication of Rappottenstein's Protestant population. 37 Thus,
too, began the near extinction of the Rührschneck Family.

35

Pfaenders, Peter.
Ibid.
37
Gundacker, Felix.
36
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Exulanten

Figure 14
Group of Protestant Exiles Leaving Their Austrian Homeland.

The faithful of the Wooded Quarter who were forced to leave the land of their ancestors simply because
they refused to denounce their Lutheran religion and convert to Roman Catholicism were called
“Exulanten”, as in exile. 38 In the Waldviertel alone, 20,000 families fled. 39 They were legally and
relentlessly hounded with the use of force of arms and mass incarcerations. Even the giving of shelter to
those fleeing was forbidden. In some cases refugees were beaten by soldiers or robbers, thrown into prison,
robbed or sent back home. It also happened that those who were arrested at the border were brutally
dragged into a Catholic church, forced to confess and take part in the Holy Communion, which supposedly
made them become Catholics again.
Among those expelled between 1652-1654 and forced to flee their homeland was our ancestor, Andreaß
Rierschneckh, and his wife Magdalena. 40 They escaped the Wooded Quarter by way of Grein, where they
traveled along the Arbesbach Ox Trail. Walking in groups or alone, they followed the Danube River into
Franconia, in present day Germany. The route they took was no mere coincidence. Austrians had used this
trail for generations to drive their cattle into Franconia to sell, where they were highly prized for their
outstanding quality. 41

38

Pfaenders, Peter.
Gundacker, Felix.
40
Kuhr, Georg and Bauer, Gerhard. “Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten im Waldviertel 1652-1654” (Codex
Vindobonensis 7757 der Nationalbibliothek Wien). p. 248. 334-13 ‘Andreaß Rierschneckh, und seine
Ehefrau.’ Nürnberg 1992.
41
Gundacker, Felix.
39
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Figure 15
Like this Protestant Austrian family, our ancestors Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh
were expelled from their homeland because they refused to give up their freedom of religion.
Their religious heritage has molded our family even today.

We do not know if Andreaß and Magdalena had any children while they were still in Austria, but as he was
about forty years old at the time of expulsion, one might assume so. Were they forced to leave them
behind….had they died from sickness or starvation during the Thirty Years War, or did they die along the
way of the escape route? What happened to the rest of the family, their parents and their siblings? Did
they all perish? According to Exulanten expert, Felix Gundacker, if you have ancestors who immigrated
out of Austria into Franconia during this time period, you can assume also that “some died in the distance”.
Although there is one brief sighting about fifty years later of another Rierschnik man in Bohemia (Czechia
or Czech Republic) 42 , all the others appear to have died out without further trace. As far as has been
determined at this time, Andreaß and his wife appear to be the only ones who escaped the persecution and
who were able to continue the family line.
Whatever the fate of the others, there are no members of the family left in Austria today. 43,44,45

42

Gundacker, Felix.
Ibid.
44
Schleichert, Sabine. Rührschneck Report No. 5.
45
Austrian Telefonbuch: http://www.herold.at/telefonbuch/
43
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The enormous extent of the population shift of these displaced exiles is only recently being realized with
the systematic collection of existing church books and documents in the countries of origin. 46 Prior to 1652
very little information pertaining to the Waldviertel has survived, so we are very fortunate, indeed to find
reference to our first ancestors in one of these books:
“Andreaß Rierschneckh und seine Ehefrau” from Rappottenstein.
(“Andreas Rierschneckh and wife” from Rappottenstein)
Their names were found in the book “Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten im Waldviertel 1652 – 1654” (Codex
Vindobonensis 7757 der Nationalbibliothek Wien. The book’s translated title is Register of the New
Converts in the Waldviertel 1652-1654 (Codex Vindobonensis 7757 of the National Library of Vienna),
however, according to Felix Gundacker, it should more accurately be titled Register of the “So-Called”
New Converts in the Waldviertel 1652-1654.
The main focus of the book is the list of 22,224 names of inhabitants of the Waldviertel who “officially”
renounced their Protestant faith and again converted back to Catholicism, but in many cases, this reconversion was evidently coerced, and in name only. Many, as in the case of our ancestors, show up
shortly thereafter living in Franconia and christening their children in the Lutheran faith.

Figure 16
Cover of the book “Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten im Waldviertel
1652 – 1654” (Codex Vindobonensis 7757 der Nationalbibliothek.
Wien Georg Kuhr und Gerhard Bauer. It contains a reference to our
family’s earliest known ancestors.

46

Society for Family Research in Franconia: http://www.gf-franken.de/index_e.html
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The Exulanten´s Song

The Exiles’ Song
I am but a wretched exile here, thus must my name be given
From my home and all that’s dear, for God’s word I am driven
Full well I know, Lord Jesus Christ, thy treatment was not better,
And I, thy follower, now will be, to do thy will, be debtor
Henceforth a pilgrim I must be, in foreign climes will wander
Oh Lord, my prayer ascends to Thee, that Thou my path will ponder
Please guard me, Mighty Lord, I trust, in misery I feel no shame
For Jesus´ sake I did what I must
For your word my honor was ball and chain
Let Satan steal my fortune, and evil ravage these earthly goods,
My bounty shall be the right belief, my fidelity only to our Lord
Soon the hour of despair will fall, yet in this darkness I cannot drown
Though I am forced from my children and my home,
Someday I shall receive heaven’s crown
Please, God, my tears run hot through this valley of desperation,
These alien roads so sure my fate, oh God, I beg of thee to guide
This path to your heavenly dwelling place
Who made this song will not be named.
He despised the Pope and stood up for Jesus Christ!

The lyrics of the above song were composed by Joseph Schaitberger in 1686. He was the famous spiritual
leader of the Salzburg Exiles. Schaitberger and his wife were expelled from their home near Salzburg in
1686 and forced to leave their two little daughters behind. This was done to compel all juveniles under the
age of 15 back into Catholic belief. Joseph Schaitberger´s and his wife’s fate was shared by thousands of
other Lutheran refugees who also had to leave their children behind.
The Exiles´ Song is considered to be one of the most important manifestations of the Austrian Protestants.
Their strong belief that they were doing the right thing is expressed through this song. 47

47

Pfaenders Family: http://www.pfaenders.com/html/exulanten_song.html
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Franconia

Figure 17
Beautiful Franconia welcomed the exiles with open arms.
Some of the exiles from Austria escaped eastward just beyond their borders into the city of Preßburg (now
Bratislavia in the Slovak Republic) and Ӧdenburg (now Sopron in Hungary), but by far the preferred
destination was westward to an area in Germany called Franken (Franconia). 48
Franconia had become badly destroyed by the Thirty Years War, suffering a large loss of population and
the complete destruction of some of her villages, and thus gladly offered land to the new exiles (and future
taxpayers).
In their new home, the exiles spoke the same German language, embraced the same Lutheran faith, and in
most cases exercised the same occupations as they had in Austria. Their integration was carried out
seamlessly, and they became fully assimilated in one generation, making it easy for their descendants to
forget their family’s origins. 49

48
49

Gundacker, Felix.
Exulanten: http://www.exulanten.com
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Chapter 4
Repopulating the Rierschneckh Family
Markt Berolzheim

Figure 18
Markt Berolzheim is in the German state of Bayern (Bavaria), about 40 miles SW of Nürnberg.
After a long and dangerous journey, Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh crossed safely into
Mittelfranken (Central Franconia), where they made their way to the edge of the Frankish sea country.
They settled in the tiny village of Markt Berolzheim, (Berolzheim Market) along the Altmühl River. The
peace and security the couple found in their new home evidently pleased them well enough to live out the
rest of their lives there. Upon arrival, Andreaß found work as a day laborer, and the couple quickly set
about producing nine children from 1653 onwards, eight sons and one daughter, which they christened in
the Lutheran church. The names of the children born to them in Markt Berolzheim were: 50
Andreas, Susanna Magdalena, Johannes, Johann Michael,
Johann Conrad, Georg, Hieronymus,
Johann Michael and Hieronymus.
Records indicate that in 1676 Andreaß was living in a house that was probably the property of the local
church. Magdalena was not mentioned. Either the register only listed the heads of households, or she died
between 1667 and 1676. Andreaß was buried on 27 Aug 1682 in Markt Berolzheim, when he died at about
age seventy.
50

Data presented for the Rührschneck Family in Germany is based on the research of Sabine Schleichert.
German Genealogical Research Service, Rosa-Aschenbrenner-Bogen 6 - D-80797, München, Germany.
Reports No. 1-9, from 2 Nov 2003 through 13 Mar 2008.
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Figure 19
A Tour of Markt Berolzheim.

25

1st Generation

Figure 20

Figure 21

Andreaß Rierschneckh
About 1612 - 1682
Austria
to
Franconia, Germany

Magdalena Rierschneckh
(-)
Austria
to
Franconia, Germany

R
Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh

Religious Exiles Ϯ
First members of the Rührschneck family
in Germany, and as such, all
German and American
Rührschnecks and Ruehrschnecks
and all American
Rasnakes, Rasnicks and Rasnics
originating in SW Virginia,
descend from these two pilgrims.
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2nd and 3rd Generation
1. Andreas Rierschneckh (1653-1727) was the first born child of Austrian emigrants, Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh, after their migration into Germany. He was
christened in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim on 29 Sep 1653, and
lived there with his parents until adulthood. He married Margaretha Unknown
before 1680, and worked for a while in Markt Berolzheim as a day laborer,
where their first child was born. Soon afterwards they moved to Sausenhofen, a
village about five miles northwest of his parents, becoming subjects of
Brandenburg. The couple lived out the rest of their lives in Sausenhofen,
working hard and raising a large family.
Andreas died of consumption (TB) and dropsy (edema, congestive heart failure)
in Sausenhofen on 30 May 1727, at the age of 73 years, 8 months, 19 days.
Andreas’ wife, Margaretha, was born about 1661. Her last name and place of birth is not known, but she
is recorded as having been a midwife who had eight children of her own. Like
her husband, she suffered from tuberculosis, but that is not what killed her. She
outlived Andreas by a little over three years, when she died of a stroke on 14
Sep 1730 at the age of 69 years, 1 month, 14 days. An entry in the parish’s
Totenbuch (Death Book) mentions that she had suffered consumption, mother’s
pains, shortness of breath and hurting cough during her life.
Andreas and Margaretha Rierschneckh’s migration to nearby Sausenhofen was
only a very short distance from the place of his birth, but some of their
descendants evidently inherited a sense of wanderlust, migrating to other parts of
Germany and even into the United States. It is from these two individuals that
the three major branches of the Rührschneck family originate, making them vital
to the continuation of the family line. The names of their children were: 51
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Andreas (1680-1708)
Johann Matthias (1682-1768)
Johann Martin (1684)
Johannes (1686) †
Anna Catharina (1688-1692)
Margaretha (1689)
Johann Michael (1697-1751)
Johann Matthias (1698-1761)

51

In certain records, some dates are not explicit and must be calculated by the researcher from information
extrapolated from other sources. These calculated dates are identified by the words “about”, “circa”, the
letter “c” or “calculated”. According to John Merz and Sabine Schleichert, German naming customs of the
day usually resulted in giving a child two names. The first was the “Vornamen” or “pre-name”, usually
given to the child in honor of a saint. The second name was their “Rufnamen” or “calling name”.
[Wikipedia/German Names: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_name ] It was common to reuse names if
one child died, reissuing that name to another child later on, such as in the case of Andreaß and
Magdalena’s two sons named Hieronymus (on the next page). It also happened that some times the same
name was given to two living children, as in the case of Andreas and Margaretha’s two sons Johann
Matthias (above), adding further to the confusion. In some of the older church records found there seemed
to bear a cross as a note when someone died early. Those individuals are noted by a “†”.
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2. Susanna Magdalena Rierschneckh (1655-1719) was the second child and the only daughter born to
Austrian emigrants Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh. She was christened on 9 Sep 1655 in the
Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim and lived there all her life. She was unmarried at the time of her
death on 6 Mar 1719 at the age of 64.
3. Johannes Rierschneckh (1657-1730) was the third child born to Austrian emigrants Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh. He was christened 24 Jun 1657, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim
and at some point moved to Sausenhofen, as he died there on 11 Apr 1730 at the age of 72. He was buried
three days later in Sausenhoffen.
4. Johann Michael Rierschneckh (1659) was the fourth child of Austrian emigrants Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh. He was christened 28 Sep 1659, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim.
He probably died as a child.
5. Johann Conrad Rierschneckh (1661-1737) was the fifth child of Austrian emigrants Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh. He was christened 24 Feb 1661, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim.
On 12 Jun 1684, he married Sibylla Küpf (-1737) in Markt Berolzheim. Later he migrated to Ostheim,
where he died at the age of 76 on 8 Mar 1737. Conrad and Sibylla’s children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Maria Sibylla (1685- )
Elisabeth (1687- )
Johann Michael (1691-1758)
Magdalena (1696)

6. Georg Rierschneckh (1662) was the sixth child of Austrian emigrants Andreaß and Magdalena
Rierschneckh. He was christened 13 Apr 1662, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim
7. Hieronymus Rierschneckh (about 1663-1664) † was the seventh child of Austrian emigrants Andreaß
and Magdalena Rierschneckh. The calculated year of birth for Hieronymus is 1663. He died in Markt
Berolzheim as an infant on 5 Sep 1664.
8. Johann Michael Rierschneckh (1667-1733) was the eighth child of Austrian emigrants Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh. He was christened 17 Nov 1667, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim.
He married (1) Maria Unknown 15 Aug 1692, in Kattenhochstadt and (2) Elisabeth Unknown 21 Jul
1711, in Kattenhochstadt. Michael took over a farm in Windsfeld through the marriage to his second wife,
the widow Elisabeth Wiedemann. He died 8 Jan 1733.
9. Hieronymus Rierschneckh (1669-1745) was the ninth child of Austrian immigrants Andreaß and
Magdalena Rierschneckh, and the second of their children to be named Hieronymus. He was christened 28
Feb 1669, in the Lutheran Church in Markt Berolzheim. He married Margaretha Barbara Neudorffer (1734) 28 Apr 1696 in Kattenhochstadt, where he was working as a farm hand for the parson at the time.
They migrated to Eggenthal where their children were born. Hieronymus died in Eggenthal on 17 Sep
1745. Hieronymus and Barbara’s children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Rierschneckh (1697) †
Martin (1698- )
Anna Barbara (1699-1738)
Wolfgang Leonhard (1701) †
Maria Margaretha (1702- )
Margaretha Barbara (1704- )
Hieronymus Caspar (1707-1767)
Margaretha (1709- )
Maria Barbara (1711-1783)
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Chapter 5
“Helix” Group
Today, members of the Helix group are found in Oberfranken (Upper Franconia) around Selbitz where they
have worked as shoemakers for the last 250 years. They descend as follows:
1st Generation
Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh (see p. 24-26)
2nd Generation
Andreas and Margaretha Rierschneckh (see p. 27)
3rd Generation
Johann Michael Rührschneck (1697-1751) 52 was the seventh child of Johann Andreas and Margaretha
Rierschneckh. He was born in Sausenhofen and was christened on 4 Mar 1697. He married Apollonia
Schorr (1701-1773) in Sausenhofen on 11 Oct 1722. Michael worked as a master shoemaker to provide
for his large family, although it appears that the family remained quite poor. When their eighth child,
Georg, died from smallpox before he was three years old, the death entry states, “the father wanted a
sermon but couldn’t pay for it, and the parson states he didn’t have time enough anyway.” Michael died of
consumption (TB) on 10 Mar 1751 at the age of 59.

Figure 22
Christening Entry for Johann Michael Rührschneck.
52

Many different spellings of our family’s name have been found in different places and at different times,
and may be, and often times are, used interchangeably. There is no clear point of delineation when the
spelling changed and the family became collectively known by the name “Rührschneck”. In this text, I
chose to use the earliest known “Rierschneckh” form when referring to our Austrian ancestors and the
next generation, and the modern “Rührschneck” form when referring to the more recent generations,
however, this is not always the case. Occasionally, other unusual forms may be seen when referring
directly to certain German christening, marriage or death entries, where names may have been recorded in
Latin, or in some way have an unusual aspect. When referring to the “Hessian” Soldier, often times I use
the form “Rierschneck” because this is the way his christening entry was recorded. He in fact signed his
name “Rihrschneck”.
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Apollonia Schorr was born on 21 May 1701 in Gundelshelm and died in Sausenhofen on 12 Jun 1773 at
the age of 72 years, 3 weeks and 1 day. Her burial entry noted that she had eleven children and twenty
grandchildren. Johann Michael and Apollonia Rührschneck had the following children:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.
xi.

Margaretha Barbara (1723-1729)
Johann Leonhard (1724-1783)
Maria Apollonia (1726)
Anna Margaretha (1728-1798)
Catharina Barbara (1731-)
Johann Michael (1732-1803)
Johann Andreas (1735)
Johann Georg ( 1737-1740)
Johann Matthias (1740)
Johann Conrad (1742-1818)
Anna Maria (1745-1817)
4th Generation

Johann Michael Rührschneck (1732-1803) was the sixth child born to Johann Michael Rührschneck and
Apollonia Schorr. He was born 22 Oct 1732 in Sausenhofen, where he, like his father before him, was a
master shoemaker. Michael left Sausenhofen and migrated to Sparneck, a village a little over a hundred
miles to the northeast of where he was born, and remained there the rest of his life. He died there on 23 Oct
1803 at the age of 71 years and 1 day.

Figure 23
Rührschnecks have been Shoemakers
since at least 1722.
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Catharina Walther (1733-1801) was the only daughter of Jacob and Anna Walther of Sparneck. She was
christened on 10 May 1733. On 5 Jun 1763 she married Johann Michael Rührschneck. At the time of the
marriage, the bride was the widow of shoemaker Johann Adam Diedel (-1763), who had died just six weeks
earlier. Michael grasped the chance and, by marrying the widow, took over Johann Adam Diedel’s shop in
Sparneck. The marriage entry for Michael noted that he, “Will become a master shoemaker and a citizen
and inhabitant in Sparneck with his marriage.” Catharina died in Sparneck on 2 Dec 1801 at age 68 years,
6 months, 23 days from consumption (TB) and senility. Catharina and Michael had five children, two of
whom died within a couple of weeks of birth. Their names were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Elisabetha Barbara (1764-)
Johann Thomas (1766-1807)
Albrecht (1768-)
Margaretha (1770-1770) †
Anna Margaretha (1773-1773) †
5th Generation

Johann Thomas Rührschneck (1766-1807) was the eldest son of Johann Michael Rührschneck and
Catharina Walther. He was born in Sparneck on 12 Apr 1766 and christened Thomas (not Johann Thomas)
the next day. Like his father and grandfather, Thomas was a shoemaker. On 13 Jan 1788, Thomas married
Elisabeth Margarethe Feldrapp in Naila, a town about twenty miles northwest of Sparneck.
Elisabeth Margarethe Feldrapp (1766-) was the only daughter of a shoemaker named Heinrich Ludwig
Feldrapp. The couple married on 13 Jan 1788, at which time Thomas is listed as a Schuhknect, that is, a
shoemaker that worked for someone else and did not have his own shop. It seems that Margarethe is the
reason that Thomas found his way to Naila, and perhaps he took over her father’s shop after their marriage.
In 1797 Thomas was found living two miles away, at Haus Nr. 183 in Selbitz. He died on 12 Apr 1807 at
age 41 and was buried two days later. Johann Thomas and Margarethe Rührschneck had nine children.
Their names were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Sabina Friederica (1788-1789) †
Johann Andreas (about 1790-1820)
Johann Cristoph Elias (1792-1863)
Adam Heinrich (1795-)
Johann Nicolaus (1797-)
Elisabetha Margaraetha (1799-)
Margaretha (1801-)
Johann Georg (1804-)
Elisabetha (1806-)
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6th Generation
Johann Andreas Rührschneck (1790-1820) was the eldest son of Johann Thomas Rührschneck and
Elisabeth Margarethe Feldrapp. He was born on 16 Mar 1790 in Naila and christened the following day.
He was a fourth generation master shoemaker. On 1 Dec 1816, he married Elisabetha Dorothea Dreher
(1780-) daughter of Johann Friedrich Dreher, from Selbitz, a village about two miles east of Naila.
Andreas lived there until he died on 24 Sep 1820 at the age of 30 years 5 months 27 days. He was buried
two days later. They had a son named:
i.

Johann Thomas (1821-1893)
7th Generation

Johann Thomas Rührschneck (1821-1893) was the son of Johann Andreas Rührschneck and Elisabetha
Dorothea Dreher. He was born 20 Feb 1821 in Selbitz. He married (1) Unknown before 1852. They had
the following children:
i.
ii.

Heinrich (1844-1915)
Johann Heinrich (1852-)

Thomas married (2) Kunigunde Karolina Stamm (1825-1883). Their son was:
i.

Johann Wilhelm (1863-1917)

Wilhelm was born 22 Jul 1863 in Selbitz. He married Rosina Meyer.
It is at this point that the line splits. Heinrich (from Thomas’ first wife) moved to America and was father
to the Ruehrschneck group in Indiana and Illinois, and Wilhelm (from Thomas’ second wife) remained in
Selbitz, where his Rührschneck “Helix” line continued on as shoemakers.
As was mentioned earlier, the literal translation for Rührschneck is “stir-snail”. Interestingly, the word can
also be used to mean “helix”, as in the double helix of the DNA molecule. So the word helix has two
important meanings for our family. Not only was it chosen as the name for the Rührschneck shoe company
in Selbitz, the double helix of DNA science played a very big role in positively linking the three groups of
our family together. 53

53

See Appendix VI DNA.
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Figure 24
A Tour of Naila, Selbitz and Sparneck.
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Chapter 6
American Ruehrschneck Group
Although comprising only a handful of people, the tiny group of American Ruehrschnecks is distinct and
deserves to be considered on its own.
The research of this group is not complete, however we do know that it contains two subgroups; (1)
descendants of Heinrich Rührschneck who immigrated from Selbitz to Indiana and (2) descendants of
Johann Wolfgang Rührschneck who immigrated from Selbitz to Pennsylvania. It is unclear whether
these two emigrants are closely related, but given that they both came from Selbitz within twenty one years
of one another, it would seem likely.
Indiana Group
In essence, subgroup (1) is actually just an extension of the “Helix” group, sharing the same
pedigree up through the 7th generation. Whereas the “Helix” line descends from Thomas and
his second wife, Karolina, the Indiana group descends from Thomas and his first wife, whose
name is still unknown to us, through their son:
i.

Heinrich (1844-1915)
8th Generation

Heinrich Ruehrschneck was born 15 Aug 1844 in Selbitz. In 1867, at the age of 23, he became the first
Rührschneck to officially immigrate to the United States (other than the “Hessian” soldier who arrived 90
years earlier during the Revolutionary War). Curiously, Heinrich chose to locate himself just a few
counties away from where the “Hessian’s” son, Lazarus Rasnick, had lived only a few years before
Heinrich arrived. The conclusion could be drawn that the two families were in communication with one
another.
Heinrich married Sophia Färber, also from Germany, on 1 Jul 1868 in Haysville, Indiana. The 1880
Census shows Heinrich, a shoemaker from Bavaria, and his wife Sophia (b. 13 Jan 1845 in Bavaria), a
housekeeper, with five children, all of whom had been born in Indiana, living in the town of Haysville,
Dubois Co., Indiana. The baby, John, was only four months old, and died the next year. Another son,
George John, would be born the year after that. 54
Heinrich “Henry” Ruehrschneck became a prominent citizen in Dubois County. In 1908 he was appointed
the first Postmaster in Haysville. 55 He also had a shop in the same building where people sometimes used
to loiter and watch him make shoes. Many people also used to gather there after church to get their mail
and socialize. Heinrich and Sophia’s children went to Haysville’s German School. 56

54

Lowe, Karen. 1880 Town of Haysville, Dubois Co., Ind. Census. ED 166, p. 22B.
Wilson, George R. “History of Dubois County from its Primitive Days to 1910”, p, 379. Published by
the author, 1910, Jasper, Indiana.
56
Haysville Sesquicentennial Committee. “Haysville, Indiana Sesquicentennial 1816-1966”. p. 18-19.
1966.
55
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Figure 25
Heinrich Ruehrschneck’s Post Office and Shoe Shop in Haysville, Indiana.
Heinrich and Sophia Ruehrschneck’s children 57 were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Elizabeth “Lizzie” (1870-)
Anna (1872-)
William Christian (1875-1955)
Katherine “Katie”
John (1880-1881)
George John (1882-)
Erhardt (-) 58

Heinrich died 13 Jun 1915 and his wife Sophia died 11 Sep 1931. Both are buried in Haysville, Ind.

Figure 26
Heinrich and Sophia Ruehrschneck Gravestone.
57
58

Askren, Jack.
Ibid.
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9th Generation
William Christian Ruehrschneck was born 13 Jan 1875 in Haysville, Ind. On 6 May 1897 he married (1)
Maria Hoffman in Dubois Co., Ind. Maria died two years later, on 2 Dec 1899.
On 24 Apr 1901 he married (2) Margaret Barbara Huebner (born 2 Aug 1881). Margaret was the
daughter of John T. and Eva Buchta Huebner, III. William and Margaret lived in Haysville for about
thirteen years before moving their family to Vincennes, Ind. in 1914. William died on 7 Feb 1955, at the
age of 80, after a long illness. Margaret married (2) John Heintze. She died 17 Sep 1967. Both she and
William are buried in Vincennes, Ind.

Figure 27
William Christian and Margaret Huebner Ruehrschneck.

Figure 28
1941 Ruehrschneck Reunion in Vincennes, Indiana.
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All of their children have passed away now, and there are few if any Ruehrschnecks left in Vincennes or
Haysville. William and Margaret’s children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

Esther Anna (1902-1972)
Ada (1904-1986)
Ray George (1905-1994)
Bertha E. (1911-1971)
Ethel (1916-1978)
Woodrow G. (1918-2003)
Carl (1919-2001)

George John Ruehrschneck moved from Haysville to Indianapolis. George married Elizabeth Schiller. 59
Their children were: 60
i.
ii.
iii.

Earl (-)
Marge (-)
Ruth (-)

Earl had one son, who still lives in the Indianapolis area, however he has no male heirs, and as in the case
in southern Indiana, the Ruehrschneck name in the northern part of the state is dwindling away, too.

Figure 29
George John Ruehrschneck.

59
60

Ruehrschneck, David.
Ibid.
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PENNSYLVANIA GROUP
The most recently discovered Ruehrschneck to have immigrated to America is Johann
Wolfgang Rührschneck (John Ruehrschneck). 61 He arrived here in 1888 and applied
for naturalization in 1890. 62 He had been in the country for twelve years by the time he
appears in the 1900 Allegheny County, Pennsylvania Census. At the time, he was living
at 6927 Susquehanna Street in Pittsburg with wife Lizzie A., and children William H.,
Margaret M., Edna L., and August W.
John Ruehrschneck, who was the father of the Pennsylvania group, came over from Selbitz in Bavaria, as
had Heinrich Ruehrschneck, father of the Indiana Group. His family believes that he left there to avoid the
draft. He was a gardener who worked for George Westinghouse, and one of his sons was born on the
Westinghouse property. He was a short man with a mustache who liked wine and beer. He never drove a
car in his life. 63
According to a Bavarian researcher, 64 a factory worker named Johann Wolfgang Rührschneck, born 2
Feb 1867 in Selbitz, was wanted by the Hof Sheriff in 1890 because he was not present for military service.
That means most likely he had left for America and was the same Johann Wolfgang who immigrated to
Pennsylvania in 1888.
It is unclear where this family fits into the larger picture. While more research needs to be done on this
group, it is evident that there are very few of this line remaining who bear the Ruehrschneck name. Some
of John’s descendants who currently live in Tarrytown, New York changed their last name to “Rushneck”
to make it easier to spell.

Figure 30
John Ruehrschneck Family from Germany appears in the 1900 Allegheny Co., Pa. Census.
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Chapter 7
“Hessian” Group
The third, and largest, specifically identified group in our family are the descendants of
the “Hessian” soldier Johann Jacob Rierschneck, who stayed in America after the end of
the Revolutionary War as a pioneer known as “Jacob Rasnick”. According to the 1990
Census, there are about 2,500-3,000 people bearing the various Rasnake, Rasnick, and
Rasnic spellings of this group in the United States. 63
As with the other two groups, this line descends from the same first and second
generations as the German Rührschneck and American Ruehrschneck groups:
1st Generation
Andreaß and Magdalena Rierschneckh (see p. 24-26)
2nd Generation
Andreas and Margaretha Rierschneckh (see p. 27)
3rd Generation
Johann Matthias Rührschneck (1682-1768) was the second child born to Andreas Rierschneckh and his
wife Margaretha. He was born in Sausenhofen and christened 16 Jan 1682. He married Eva Hosemann
(about 1686-1761) on 27 Feb 1714 in Auhausen.

Figure 31
Christening Entry for Johann Matthias Rührschneck.
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Auhausen
Auhausen is a quiet, forested village situated along the Wörnitz River, about eleven miles southwest
of Sausenhofen. Its population is only about 1,096 inhabitants. The dialect is Frankish; the area
mostly agricultural. It was first mentioned in history in the year 959. Beginning in the 12th century
the Benedictine monastery, Kloster Auhausen, was created. It was razed in a peasant uprising in 1525
when farmers pillaged the church, robbed the monastery and destroyed the valuable library and works
of art. 64 In 1534 the Catholic monastery and all its possessions fell to the Margrave of Ansbach and
has been Protestant ever since. The economic parts, such as the farms, remained, and that is where
Matthias worked throughout his life.
In his marriage entry, Matthias is given as the legitimate unmarried son, and “Beständer” (future tenant) of
Auhausen. In the year of his marriage, Matthias was working as a day laborer. In 1725 and 1731, his
occupation was recorded as day laborer and horses’ herdsman. In 1751 he was noted as smallholder
(farmer) and subject of Brandenburg-Onolzbach (Brandenburg-Ansbach).
Eva Hosemann (calculated 1686-1761) was from Langenaltheim, the first daughter of deceased cooper
Caspar Hosemann (before 1676-before 1714). Several of Eva’s children did not survive their first year,
including a set of twin girls, who died about three weeks apart when they were around six months of age.
Eva died 20 Feb 1761 at the age of 74 years 4 months 29 days and was buried two days later in Auhausen.
The names of Matthias and Eva’s children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Sophia Christina (1714-1714) †
Sophia Christina (1716-)
Anna Catharina (1717-)
Eva Catharina (1719-)
Johann Michael (1722-1781)
Johann Georg (1725-1807)
Johann Phillipp (1728-1728) †
Anna Barbara (twin) (1730-1731) †
Anna Sybilla (twin) (1730-1731) †

Matthias and Eva lived out the rest of their lives there, having nine children, at least four of whom died
young. Matthias died 10 Jan 1768 at the age of 85 yrs 8 months 20 days. He was buried the next day in
Auhausen. His burial entry notes, “He was poor, but Christian man.” The poor part, at least, is no doubt
true, because he appears to have continued to work hard even into his old age. Three years before his
death, in 1765, his occupation is again recorded as day laborer at the advanced age of 83! His name is also
mentioned in reference to an entry in the biographies “Lebensläufe” for the year 1768. The Auhausen
parish archive owns a file with the same title but that file begins only in 1786. Unfortunately, nothing
earlier seems to have survived.

Figure 32
Auhausen
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Figure 33
A Tour of Auhausen.
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4th Generation
Johann Georg Rührschneck (1725-1807) was born on 11 Apr 1725, and christened the same day in the
Lutheran Church in Auhausen. He was confirmed at Pentecost 1738, at the age of 13. At age 25, Georg
was working about five miles away from home, in Ostheim, as a farm hand. He met the maidservant Anna
Schwanzer and they were married in Heidenheim on 12 Dec 1750. Anna’s parents and place of birth are
unknown, and in fact, much is unclear about this couple.
Georg and Anna did not remain in Ostheim very long. They moved west, looking for work, first to
Schobdach, then to Irsingen. By the time their first child was born in April 1751, the couple, although
married, was living and working in two different places; Georg in Schobdach and Anna in Irsingen. It
appears that they were so poor that they could not afford to settle down someplace together. Only between
the time of their next child’s birth did Georg manage to get a job as a farm hand and join his family in
Irsingen where Anna had spent the last year. These are the last traces of this family in Irsingen, and then
they mysteriously disappear, probably setting out again in the search for work. The next time Georg
appears is in 1786, living about twelve miles to the north, in Deffersdorf in the parish of Wieseth. Exactly
where they lived between 1752 and 1786 is not known.
The record of the family gets pretty confusing at this point. Research is not complete, and there are many
peculiarities about this family. One source that our researcher uncovered, the Brenner card file at the
Stadtarchiv in Ansbach, stated that the Georg and Anna in Deffersdorf had married in Wieseth in 1748,
however this does not seem to be the case. This not only contradicts the 1750 marriage date found in
Heidenheim, but, when the information on the card file was compared with the original church records, the
1748 date could not be verified.
In 1786, an entry is found for the marriage of Georg’s son, Johann Michael which gives the groom as a
future farmer, and his father, Johann Georg, as a farmer, both in Deffersdorf. The marriage entry also says
that the son will become a “Waizendorfer Amtsuntertan” with his marriage. This means that by his
marriage he took over a farm or house which was subject to a territorial structure named Amt Waizendorf.
In 1796 Georg’s wife died in Deffersdorf; her husband at that time is given as “gewesener Halbbauer”, that
is, former farmer on a half farm (half as large as the original large ones). While the son’s marriage entry
gives his mother’s name as Anna Maria, her death entry names her only as Anna. The age given points to a
birth date of around 1718. Some time after his wife’s death, Georg suffered from senility and moved in
with his son, Michael, who at the time lived and worked at the brick kiln near Forndorf.
During our research, the probability that the Georg who appeared in Deffersdorf was the same person as the
Georg who had children born in Irsingen, seemed very unlikely. In the marriage and christening entries,
the first Georg was clearly given as a farm hand, and he and his wife as servants. One of the major
problems, according to our researcher, was that it was not probable that servants could rise up and acquire a
medium sized farm within less than one generation.
During the search for Georg’s son Jacob, (the “Hessian”), one important clue as to where he came from
originated from a newspaper list of deserters called the Bayreuther Zeitung, 65 which listed him as coming
from “Watzendorf”. Much time and expense was devoted to searching various places with that name, but
he could not be found there. Along the way, our researcher had theorized that the town name might have
been misspelled in the newspaper article, and that it should possibly read “Waizendorf”, and so the search
was expanded to include places with that name, too. That search also came up empty. But with the
discovery of the statement that with Georg’s son Michael’s marriage he would become a “Waizendorfer
Amtsuntertan”, our researcher had another thought. What if that place on the list of deserters referred to,
not the village Waizendorf, but the district Waizendorf? During her research she had found out that
Deffersdorf did belong to the Ansbach district of Waizendorf.
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Further clues help to substantiate the reconstruction of this family. The given name Georg is very rare in
the Rührschneck family, with only these two instances occurring in the period in question. The first Georg
was born in Auhausen in April 1725. The second Georg, who appeared in Deffersdorf out of nowhere, died
from senility in Ziegelhütte bei Forndorf in January 1807. His age at the time of death was 81 years 9
months, pointing to a birth in April 1725, exactly matching the first Georg. This, then, could suggest that
these two Georgs were indeed the same person, and that his son, Jacob (the “Hessian”), lived with his
parents, near Deffersdorf, which was in the district Waizendorf, when he was drafted into the army. This
could explain the newspaper article’s reference to Watzendorf”, and also reconcile the merging of the two
Georgs into one. But what about the problem of Georg and Anna’s ability to rise in economic and social
status?
The Deffersdorf Georg’s wife, Anna Maria, died in 1796. We do not know if she is identical with his wife,
Anna Schwanzer. If, for example, Anna Schwanzer died early and Georg married again, this might be an
explanation how Georg was able to rise from a very poor farm hand to half farmer within his lifetime.
There are secular records in the state archive in Nürnberg for the Vogtamt Waizendorf which still have to
be searched which will hopefully clear up some of these questions associated with this family.
Johann Georg Rührschneck (1725-1807) and his wife, Anna Schwanzer ( - ), married on 12 Dec 1750, in
Heidenheim. They had the following children born in Irsingen:
i.
ii.

Anna Catharina (1751-)
Johann Jacob (1752-1826)

Johann Georg Rührschneck (-1807) is also recorded as having a wife, Anna Maria Unknown (about 17181796). The Brenner card file in the Stadtarchiv in Ansbach records them as marrying in Wieseth in 1748,
however this could not be verified through the original church records. It is unclear if this Anna is the same
Anna Schwanzer as above. This Anna died in Deffersdorf from cancer and dropsy on 4 Oct 1796 at age 78
years 15 days. This Anna and Georg had the following son:
i.

Johann Michael (about 1756-1817)
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Figure 34
A Tour of Gerolfingen, Irsingen and Aufkirchen.
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5th Generation
Johann Jacob Rührschneck (Rierschneck) was the second child of farm servants Johann Georg
Rührschneck and Anna Schwanzer. He was born in the tiny village of Irsingen on 17 Dec 1752 and was
taken less than a mile away to St. Johannis Church in Aufkirchen to be christened on the same day. The
district Aufkirchen was first mentioned in 1188, as a fortified town. It lies at the foot of the southern slope
of the Hesselberg Mountain, which is the highest point in Mittelfranken. The church, built in 1514,
contains “one of the oldest precious and magnificent Baroque organs known from 1663”. 66

Figure 35
St. Johannis Church, Aufkirchen

Figure 36
Christening Entry for Johann Jacob Rierschneck.
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At the time of Jacob’s birth, the family already had an older daughter, twenty month old Anna Catharina.
Nothing more is known about the family until 1786 when father Georg shows up about twelve miles to the
north in Deffersdorf. A records check has determined that the family did not live in Deffersdorf before this
sighting in 1786. However, they were obviously living somewhere nearby within the Waizendorf District
of Ansbach, at least by 1777, when Jacob, who would have been living with his parents, was nabbed by
officials of the Ansbach Army.
According to the book “Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade Hollow”: 67
“Jacob Rasnake was German. When about 18 years old, he was conscripted by his ruler, probably in
Hesse-Cassel, and hired to the British as a soldier in the American Revolution. Family tradition is that he
was threshing wheat when seized by military officers. Failing to secure his release, his mother gave him a
German Bible for use in the far-away land. He came to America with the Hessian Troops, was captured at
the Battle of Saratoga in October, 1777, and held as a prisoner of war – most of the time in the Valley of
Virginia. When the war was over, the Hessian prisoners were given the option of being returned to Europe
or denouncing their rulers and remaining in America. He chose to stay in the new world. He had already
found many Germans, blood and speech of his own, in the Shenandoah Valley and the year after peace
brought his release from the war prison, he married one of them...”
Many stories and myths have surrounded this German soldier over the years. The story above is an
example of getting the concept essentially correct, but, requires a little fine-tuning of the facts. Research
has shown Jacob actually came from Ansbach, not Hesse-Cassel; was 24 when he left his Bavarian
homeland, not 18; and was captured at the Battle of Yorktown in October 1781, not at Saratoga in 1777.
The German Bible has never been found and it is not known whether or not that part of the story is true.
During Jacob’s time the ruler Markgraff Carl Alexander von Ansbach-Bayreuth regularly conscripted all
able bodied men between the ages of 17 and 40 into military service. 68 Because the state was facing
bankruptcy in 1776, the ruler agreed to rent his soldiers out to the King of England to help fight against the
rebellious colonists during the American Revolutionary War. Because the majority of these auxiliary
German soldiers came from Hesse-Cassel, they are commonly referred to as “Hessians”, however many,
like Jacob, came from other Germanic principalities and various city states. Often thought of as
mercenaries, they were not true soldiers of fortune. They more accurately referred to themselves as
“Hilfstruppen”, or “Helping Troops”. 69
Even with conscription being the case, it does not preclude the possibility of force being involved in the
recruitment of troops, and regardless of how he was pressed into service, Jacob was one of those chosen to
go across the ocean to fight for the British against the American colonies. We know that he was of at least
average height and in good health at the time, because according to Ansbach-Bayreuth military rules, a
soldier had to be a minimum height of five feet, six inches tall and had to be free from infectious diseases. 70
Jacob entered military service as a private and trained as a musketeer in the Leibkompanie (Colonel’s
Company, or Company 1) of the Ansbach Regiment of the Ansbach-Bayreuth Troops. He was under the
command of Colonel Friedrich Ludwig Albrecht von Eyb from June 1777 onwards, and Colonel Voit from
June 1778 onwards. The Ansbach-Bayreuth units were attached directly to the British army commanded
by Generals Howe and Clinton. 71 On March 3, 1777, he was among two infantry regiments consisting of
2,500 men who marched down the road out of Ansbach amid many tears and weeping by the people,
leaving the city and his family behind - never to see them again.
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Figure 37
German Troops Leaving for America

The troops marched to the next harbor on the River Main, where, on 7 March 1777, they embarked at
Ochsenfurth and spent the night on board one of several ships. The men were cold, hungry and crowded
and the poor conditions resulted in a riot, with some soldiers deserting before they even sailed. The
margrave was called in to intercede and the soldiers were re-embarked. They sailed on and arrived at
Mainz and continued their trip down the Rhine River. They arrived in Holland, where on 25 March 1777
they marched onto the great square at the castle in the city of Nijmegen, where they were sworn into
service. 72 Jacob was No. 84 to take the oath of allegiance to King George III of Great Britain. 73 The
Articles of War were read to him along with all other soldiers present.

Figure 38
Castle at Nijmegen, Holland [1641].
A few days later they went aboard an English transport ship and sailed off into the North Sea towards
England and an uncertain future in America. After enduring very poor conditions during a harrowing trip
by sea, the ship anchored on the afternoon of 3 June 1777, but the soldiers didn’t disembark until two days
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later. Jacob and the others first set foot on American soil at Staten Island after having spent twelve weeks
and three days traveling on both the “large and small waters”. 74
During the war, the Ansbach-Bayreuth troops participated in the battles at Philadelphia, Newport,
Springfield and Yorktown. They were part of General Cornwallis’ Army that was surrendered after their
defeat in the Battle of Yorktown in October 1781, and Jacob, along with the others, was taken captive. 75
Between three and four o’clock on the afternoon of October 19, 1781, Brigadier General Charles O’Hara
led the British and German troops in a procession of surrender in front of their enemies. Carrying their
knapsacks and equipment, the troops marched along Williamson Street among great pomp and
circumstance, to a level place where the Hussars of the French were drawn up in a circle, and there they
laid down their weapons and armor, surrendering to the French and American troops under the command of
General George Washington. 76
Ansbach muster rolls 77 name Jacob among these prisoners, listing him as “Jean Ruhrschneck”. This is
because the documents were written in French, which was the diplomatic language of the day. It is an old
German custom that male children received two first names. While the second was the actual “calling”
name, military records often only recorded the first name. 78 “Jean” was the French equivalent of the
German “Johann”. His name appears on all fourteen muster lists, spelled variously as Ruhrschneck,
Rührschneck, Rierschneck, Riehrschneck, and Ruhrschnech.

Figure 39
No. 92. “Jean Ruhrschneck” Prisoner: 19 October [1781].

The German troops spent the day after the surrender recovering from their “many exertions and sleepless
nights that occurred during the siege”. The captives looked on as the Americans raised a large flag “on
the water battery at Yorktown” that had thirteen stripes, which represented the thirteen provinces of the
United North American Free States, which was to become Jacob’s new home.
At three o’clock on the afternoon of October 21st, the able-bodied prisoners broke camp and began their
march into captivity, escorted under a guard commanded by Brigadier General Robert Lawson, whose
brigade of Virginia militia had also fought at Yorktown. Jacob and the other prisoners marched along for
days in steady rain and snow, lacking adequate food and water, and sleeping out under the open sky at
night. They did, however, report that they enjoyed much freedom along the way.
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They marched through Williamsburg and Fredericksburg, heading north for a prison camp in Winchester,
Va. On November 1st, the group was made to cross the Rappahannock River barefoot, where the waters
came up to their thighs. They proceeded on, coming into sight of the Blue Ridge on November 3rd. On the
4th they were made to wade barefoot again for nearly a quarter of an hour across the ice cold waters of the
Shenandoah River, where the current was so swift that they had to be careful that it did not carry them
away. This crossing in cold water caused all sorts of sickness. Finally, after marching two hundred and
forty grueling miles in sixteen days, Jacob and the others arrived at their destination of Winchester,
Virginia, on November 5th, 1781. 79
The exact location where the Hessian Barracks at Winchester once stood is unknown. 80 Unlike other
prison camps, no formal barracks ever existed in Winchester, only an uncompleted main structure and a
number of temporary huts. By the time Jacob arrived, the Barracks was in a shambles, still incomplete and
with only enough huts to house about eight hundred men. About a thousand prisoners were obliged to
“camp out”, and another five hundred of the British were granted permission to occupy a church in town.
Winchester officials were unable to cope with the housing and feeding of the increasing numbers passing
through the camp. This caused many to be furloughed out into the countryside where they lived and
worked with the local farmers.
The dimensions of the prisoners’ huts, or cabins, were fourteen feet square, which was more or less the
standard size for a soldier’s log hut during the Revolution. This space would have been adequate to house
ten to twelve men per hut, however as many as 32-36 “Hessians” were at times forced to squeeze into them.

Figure 40

Figure 41

Revolutionary POW Camp.
New York City, NY.

Hessian Hut dismantled from the excavated
site in New York City and rebuilt on its
foundation in 1915. Dyckman Farmhouse
Museum, NYC Department of Parks and
Recreation.
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Stephen Popp 81 was a German prisoner held at Winchester along with Jacob. In his diary he described
their arrival at the camp like this:
“We came to Winchester. It is supposed to be a city, but looks quite bad. It is also inhabited by Germans.
We marched out of Winchester some four miles into the woods. There was an old tumbledown barracks,
called Frederick’s Barracks. It lies in the midst of deep woods – a witch’s place. There we were quartered.
We were amazed when we saw it. My flesh creeps yet to think of it. I will describe it briefly. It was built
of wood. The gaps were now filled in with laths, but everything was wrecked. Yes, everything was
extremely rotted. The roof was still covered in some places with bark. We were not safe from the rain nor
the dripping. The snow had free entry, just like the wind on the public street. The fireplace was in the
middle of the hut. We couldn't remain near it, because of the smoke. We were therefore under the necessity
of renovating our appointed hut in the worst winter weather. If only we could have a little protection
against the rain. Some of our people went to the farmers and borrowed mattocks and saws. Some got picks
and shovels, and so everybody went to work. In several days we accomplished it and made things quite
comfortable. In each hut there were 32 to 36 men. In all we were twenty days on the march [Döhla stated
they marched for sixteen days]. From Yorktown to Winchester are two hundred forty Virginia miles. So far
into the country they shipped us. Provisions were short on that march. We received no bread, only flour to
make it with. Once in a while we also got some rough and hard bread. But this happened seldom. Twice we
received some salt meat on this march, also a little fresh meat and a little salt. We couldn't complain about
the command. They gave us as much freedom as possible. Many of the prisoners went out of the barracks
into the surrounding territory and went to their work without a pass. The commandant, Colonel Canada,
also permitted us to go into the city free and unhindered. The best of it here then was the freedom. If only
the provisions had been better. But on account of the poor provisions we often had to buy what we needed,
because it often took a long time, until our supplies came. Hunger and cold we had daily in abundance.
Now let us close this year. For in this year we had much to endure.”
Another prisoner held at Winchester, named Johann Conrad Döhla, gives this account:
“5 November. [1781]. We arrived Winchester…We marched through the place and another four Virginia
miles, over two hours farther, to an old and large barracks with two levels, called the New Frederick
Barracks, where both our regiments were lodged on the lower level. The English troops still with us were
placed on the upper level. If this is to be our winter quarters, may God have mercy upon us: numerous
wretched huts built of wood and clay, most of which have no roofs or poor roofs, no cots, only poor
fireplaces, neither doors nor windows, and lie in the middle of a forest. We already had many sick and
fatigued people, which was not surprising. During this move we spent sixteen days and made a march of
two hundred forty Virginia miles…
6 November. We were divided among our barracks, twenty or thirty men in a hut, where we did not have
room enough to stand. We were also locked in like dogs, and our rooms were worse than the pig stalls and
doghouses are in Germany.
8 November. We began to improve our barracks a bit. We made cabins and cots therein, for which we had
permission from the Americans to get wood from the nearby forests. We closed the roofs and filled all the
holes in the walls with wood and clay to protect ourselves from the cold. The worst evil in the huts was the
constant smoke from the fireplaces, which often was such that it was impossible to see one another. We
also collected bulrushes in the forest and cut grass, which served as mattress filler. Many of our people,
with the permission of the American commanding officer, went, with or without passes, into the
surrounding region to work for the residents threshing, spinning, cutting wood, or whatever the people had
to do, in order to ease the hunger and to earn a shirt to put on their backs. We were allowed…to go into the
city of Winchester and outside the barracks, five or six miles, without being stopped. This permission was
undoubtedly the best part of our captivity. However, the rations were therefore that much worse, and they
were meted out to us very sparingly and of poor quality. We received absolutely no bread except for an
occasional uncooked Indian bread from the escort, which was even worse than pumpernickel. And instead
of bread, which was to have been furnished according to the surrender agreement, we received a little raw
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and half-cooked oatmeal, from which we occasionally bake bread pancakes, for which the ever-present
stewpot served us.”
Conditions at Winchester were so dire that a month after the Yorktown prisoners arrived, a conference was
called with George Washington in Philadelphia regarding the “safe-keeping and cheap feeding” of the
prisoners. By the end of December a report indicated that there was an “absolute necessity” for breaking
up this post. It was decided that they would be ordered out of state in January; the British would go to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania and the Germans to Frederick, Maryland.
When the commander of the guard, Colonel Joseph Holmes, received instructions to march the prisoners,
he wrote a sensitive letter to Colonel James Wood 82 , Superintendant of Prisoners in Virginia, urging
consideration for the prisoners’ welfare at such a harsh time of year:
“I have given the necessary orders, and Disposition of March for the Guard and British Prisrs: they Are to
Move to Morrow morning exactly at the hour of 10 OClk, the British in One Column the Anspach in
Another. The extreme coldness of the season have enduced Me to refer to your Consideration, the hardship
& difficulty both Guard and prisrs must encounter on the March, Many are almost as naked as the hour
they were born, & not an ounce of animal food. Whither you could not with propriety detain them a few
days, Or One half of them, then there might be a chance of getting into some sort of Shelter at night. It
seems to shock the feelings of humanity to drive out of a warm habitation a poor Creature stark naked in
Such a season.”
The letter Colonel Holmes wrote prompted Colonel Wood to delay the departure for only twenty four
hours. The prisoners would be divided into two divisions, which would march a day apart. The second
division would encamp on the ground left by the first. The British prisoners marched from the Barracks on
the morning of January 26, and the Germans left the next day. Some had been sick or injured at the time the
main group departed; others had been dispersed out into the countryside, as far away as York,
Pennsylvania, and could not be collected back in time to join the march.
Private Döhla’s diary describes the prisoners’ march from Winchester to Frederick, and the conditions at
the new barracks once they arrived:
27 Jan [1782]. Early around nine o’clock our two regiments marched from the New Fredericks
Barracks...we camped under open skies and had to lie down in the snow. Then we had to endure severe
cold and frost the entire night...
28 Jan. Although it was so cold we had to cross over the Oh-Pekoh, a creek or small river, and wade
through the water, so that at night we believed the marrow in our bones and feet would freeze. One could
hardly believe what men can endure. [Lieutenant Pretchel recorded in his diary that three British soldiers
froze to death on the night of January 28th.]
29 Jan. Our march went another nine miles further to a small town called Shepherds-Town, which is on the
Potowmack River. Here we had to be transported across by boat, but it was very cold and the river was half
frozen over, so we remained on the bank overnight. We made a very large fire but because of the great
cold could not close our eyes. God pity us, both for our bad clothing, so completely tattered and fallen to
rags, as well as the great cold, which we had to handle not as men but like dogs...
30 Jan. This past night the Potowmack was so heavily frozen over that one could ride and drive across it
with wagons and horses, so severe was the cold, and we had to take our night quarters under open skies...
31 Jan. ...At sundown in the evening we arrived and were completely tired and exhausted from the long
march. We were led by our escort through the city, and about a half hour beyond, on the east, we were
82
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directed into a barracks. These barracks, similar to a barracks compound, are two stories high, built of
stone, and have a regular roof...The company received two floors, one upper and one lower, for quarters.
Two barracks have been built here, and more than one hundred huts in which many English prisoners lay.
It was very cold and drafty in our quarters.

Figure 42
These two buildings originally housed “Hessian” troops during the Revolutionary War. The
building on the right still stands today on the grounds of the Maryland School for the Deaf.
The Hessian Barracks at Frederick, Maryland was more like a real barracks than the camp at Winchester.
There were two L-shaped, two story stone structures situated with the short end of the L’s facing each
other, forming a courtyard in between. 83 The rooms were plain, rectangular in shape, with no interior
passageway, and the common walls between each two rooms were fitted with fireplaces, back to back.
Two sets of wooden stairs inside and out connected the two levels.
The state of Maryland was overwhelmed and unable to handle the impossible task of properly housing and
caring for the great influx of so many prisoners. The bitter cold and the acute lack of supplies continued to
make conditions critical all winter long. The captors were unable to obtain suitable beef, pork, flour,
firewood, clothing, shoes or blankets for their prisoners. Compounding matters was that the Germans’
baggage and back pay were five months late and wouldn’t arrive until April 1782. Because of these dire
circumstances, some of the prisoners were allowed to go to work out in the country for a time, and many
were forced to sell their clothes and possessions for food. 84
According to Döhla:
“Frequent epidemics occurred, and bugs and lice in great numbers appeared in our tattered clothing…At
present, we receive poor rations, raw bread, almost rotten and stinking, salted meat, and occasionally
stinking herring fish. Many of us prisoners went barefoot and half naked; most no longer had a shirt on
their body, and many went with only a rag, which was full of bugs.”
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These poignant accounts serve to help us understand the great hardships and sufferings that Jacob
Rierschneck underwent as a Prisoner of War.
Negotiations continued for the end of the war and in April of 1783, the Continental Congress resolved to
arrange for liberation of all prisoners. On May 13, 1783, at noon, the last of the German captives left the
Frederick Barracks. They had endured fifteen and a half months in confinement before gaining their
freedom with the signature of the Treaty of Paris. Those who had not died, deserted, been lost along the
way, or purchased their freedom departed western Maryland to head north to Long Island to board ships for
their return home. Private Johann Jacob Rührschneck was not on board. 85
At one time it was thought likely that Jacob deserted either during the march to Winchester, or along the
march from Winchester to Frederick, Maryland, but further investigation of his military records proved this
not to be the case. According to Ansbach musters, Jacob was present and accounted for from the time he
left Germany until the time of the next to the last muster, which encompassed the dates of 25 Jun 1782
through 24 Dec 1782. This confirms that he was present at the POW camps at both Winchester, Va. and
Frederick, Md.

Figure 43
“Hessian” Barracks at Frederick, Maryland as it looked in the late 1700’s - early 1800’s.
In the last semi-annual pass-in-revue muster dated 25 Dec 1782 through 24 Jun 1783, however, Jean
Rührschneck is noted as “encore absent”, or “missing again”, so it appears that he escaped sometime
within the six months between Christmas 1782 and 24 Jun 1783. As the last of the Yorktown prisoners left
the “Hessian” Barracks at Frederick, Maryland in the middle of May heading for Long Island, he could
have escaped during the march at that time, if not sooner. Once free, he wasted no time making his way
into the freedom and beauty of the Shenandoah Valley.
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It should be noted at this point that Johann Jacob Rierschneck completed his military service honorably
and courageously through the end of the war and in the face of many hardships. He did not desert the
German army as is often stated, but rather escaped his captivity while being held as a prisoner of war when
the opportunity presented itself. Jacob’s escape route took him out of Winchester into the Shenandoah
Valley along the main migratory route known as the Great Wagon Road, 86 which in earlier days had been
an old Indian trail. Today, Route 11 generally follows the same route.
“Jacob Rasnick” American Pioneer Emerges
Just a few months later, Jacob appeared at the farm of John and Mary Counts (Koontz). The old Counts
homeplace and farm are located about three miles NW of the town of Luray and about one mile south of
the mouth of the Hawksbill Creek, in present day Page County. 87 The circumstances of how he came to
find and stay with the Counts family are unknown, but life there must have suited him well enough as he
decided to stay with the family. He quickly started making a new life for himself and his name appears in
the 1783 Shenandoah County Tax List under the spelling “Reversnuck”.

Figure 44
Charles Keyser was a Hawksbill Creek neighbor of John Counts and his “Hessian”
soldier son-in-law, Jacob Rierschneck (“Jacob Rasnick”). The exact location of the
Counts and Rasnick farms is unknown, but they would have been very close to the
Charles Keyser Homestead pictured here in Luray, Page County,
(formerly Shenandoah County), Virginia.
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On 25 February 1784, Jacob Rierschneck (recorded as “Reresnick”), married John Counts’ daughter,
Mary “Mollie” Counts (“Molly Countz”) in Shenandoah County. The marriage was performed by an
early German Baptist minister by the name of John Koontz (not Mollie’s father). 88,89,90

Figure 45
1784 Shenandoah Co., Va. Marriage Entry for Jacob Reresnick and Molly Countz.
Their marriage entry is the third line down.
Elder John Koontz is known to have preached in the nearby Mill Creek Church, 91 and it is possible that
their marriage was performed in the church house that still stands in Page County today.

Figure 46
Mill Creek Church built about 1740.
Page County, Virginia.
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The following year, in 1785, Jacob signed as bondsman for the marriage between his wife’s brother, Philip
"Couts", and neighbor Charles Kiser’s daughter, Anna Kiser. 92 Within the body of the document the
clerk of the court names him as “Jacob Rersneck”. Jacob, however, signed his name in German, as
"Jacob Rihrschneck", 93 proving that the “Hessian” soldier Johann Jacob Rierschneck (Rührschneck) was
indeed the true name of the SW Virginia pioneer known as “Jacob Rasnick”. Later y-DNA analysis
scientifically corroborated this evidence. 94

Figure 47
Signature of Jacob Rasnick where he signed in German.
He signed himself “Jacob Rihrschneck”

Mary “Mollie” Counts (about 1764 – about 1834) “Mollie” was born about 1764. She and her seven
brothers and sisters were raised in the Shenandoah Valley. We know this because their father, John
Counts, owned land there as early as 1765.
John Counts is said to have been "Black Dutch", or of Germanic descent. Although there were many
German speaking men in Virginia sharing the name John Counts, this John Counts was an important
pioneer and the first definitely known ancestor of the Counts family of SW Virginia. He is most often
referred to as “John Counts of Glade Hollow” to distinguish him from his son, John Counts, Jr., who was
known as “John Counts of Cleveland”. Little is known about John Counts’ early life. According to E. J.
Sutherland, it is possible that he was a "descendant of some immigrant from the Rhine Palatinate, who
came over to Pennsylvania, and later drifted down with the south-moving tide of migration into the Valley
of Virginia during the Eighteenth Century...It is also possible that he was a descendant of Joseph Kuntz,
who came from Germany to Germanna, Virginia, in 1714.” 95 Comparative testing of the Counts and
Koontz family y-DNA has recently ruled out this last possibility. 96
After their marriage, Jacob and Mollie lived in Shenandoah County for several years, having several
children there. No actual birth dates have been found for those children. John was born about 1786 and his
brother Jacob, Jr. was born about 1788. Some researchers feel that Elijah, who was also born about 1788
may have been Jacob, Jr’s. twin.
In late 1789, Jacob moved his family to Glade Hollow in Russell County along the waters of Cedar Creek
where they were among the first settlers. Mollie’s parents and other members of the Counts and Kiser
families also left the Shenandoah Valley and migrated to Russell County, where they continued to be
neighbors and intermarry for generations. 97
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In Russell Co. Jacob and Mollie raised nine children and became vital citizens in the county. The names of
their children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

John (about 1786-about 1848)
Jacob (about 1788-about 1860s)
Elijah (about 1788-1868)
Margaret (about 1791-)
Lazarus (1793-1855)
Christina (about 1796-)
Nancy (about 1798-)
Mary “Polly” (about 1801-)
Jonas (1803-1879)

Russell County tax records in 1815 indicated the homeplace consisted of "one farm of 54 acres, having
thereon one dwelling house of wood, one story, 25 feet by 19 feet, one barn of wood, two stables, one loom
house, one smoke house, one corn house, one spring house, one blacksmith's shop, valued at $500". 98
According to one source, 99 Jacob Rasnick is said to have kept a wine cellar, as was the custom of some
Germans. He is also said to have taught German to people in the community who wanted their children to
speak their “home” language. This source also claimed to have seen the first Teacher’s Certificate ever
issued in SW Virginia (probably Russell Co.), which was issued to Jacob Rasnick, although it was unclear
if this was Jacob, Sr. or Jacob, Jr.

Figure 48
This photograph has been widely accepted as the Glade Hollow
home of Jacob Rasnick and Mollie Counts. First identified as
their home in the book “Journey in Virginia” by Polly Ryan, it is
now felt unlikely to have been their cabin, although it is similar to
the type commonly used during their lifetime.

Shenandoah and Russell County documents involving Jacob and his family have recorded their names in a
variety of ways, including "Reversnuck", "Rosenake", "Raresnake", "Rearsnake", “Raresnick”,
“Raversnuck”, “Reversnuk” and others. Over the years, the family name became Anglicized to
“Rasnake”, “Rasnick” and “Rasnic”, which are the three main versions that his descendants use today.
98
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Jacob Rasnick died in December of 1826 at the age of 74. His will 100 was probated in Russell County,
Virginia on 2 January 1827 and is dated 24 November 1826. Mollie died a few years later, around 1834.
Both Jacob and Mollie Counts Rasnick are buried in the family cemetery above their home place in Glade
Hollow where a memorial, dedicated by their descendants, honors these early pioneers. It reads as follows:
In fond memory of Jacob & Mollie Counts Rasnick,
Hessian Revolutionary War Soldier, and the parents of
all Rasnicks, Rasnakes, Rasnics.
Their children were: John, Jacob Jr,. Elijah, Margaret,
Lazarus, Mary, Nancy, Jonas & Christina

Figure 49
Glade Hollow Memorial Dedication
Ignoring the rain and sleet falling on Sunday afternoon, 16 October
1977, more than fifty descendants participated in the dedication of a
marker honoring their forefathers. Ralph R. Rasnick served as
Chairman, and John E. Rasnake offered the prayer of dedication.
Effie Rasnick and J. Samuel Rasnake gave short reports on the
family’s history. Pictured above are:
Harry Hansell Rasnick, John Ezra Rasnake,
John Samuel Rasnake, Harmon Crumley Rasnick,
John Odell Rasnick, and Golda Ball Rasnake.

100
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6th and 7th Generation
JOHN RASNICK was born about 1786 and died about 1848. He was born in Shenandoah Co.,
Va. and came to Russell Co. with his parents in 1789. He married Rachel Fields (born about
1787) in Russell Co. No birth or parentage record has been found for Rachel. He secured a
mortgage on his Glade Hollow land to pay an attorney for representing his son, William
Raresnake, in court on a charge of counterfeiting on 10 Sep 1822 at Russell County. 101 Sometime
between 1820 and 1830 he moved his family to Lee Co. Sometime between 1841 and 1847, John
moved his family to a cabin on the waters of Fighting Creek known as the old Hays place which
he bought from Alexander Hays, Knox Co., Ky. John’s name and that of many of his descendants
is oftentimes spelled “Rasnic”. John and Rachel Rasnick had the following children:
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.

William W. (1805-) was born in Russell Co., Va. Married
(1) Julia A. Unknown and (2) Mary A. Suthers.
Jacob (1808-1878) was born in Virginia. He moved to Lee Co. with
his parents about 1825. He married Elizabeth “Betty” Hobbs. He
was a farmer, Methodist clergyman and Justice of the Peace.

Figure 50

Figure 51

Jacob Rasnic(k)

Elizabeth Hobbs

Malinda (1810-). She married Henry Reynolds of Scott Co. where
they lived on a farm.
John T. (1813-1885). He married Rebecca Grindstaff. They moved
from a farm in Lee Co., Va. to a farm near Barboursville, Ky.
Elizabeth (1816-) was born in Virginia. She married James L.
Goshen. They lived on a farm in Knox Co., Ky.
Prudence (1820 - about 1881) also called “Prudy” was born in
Virginia. She lived on her father’s old homeplace in Knox Co., Ky.
She may have never married. Further research is required.
Artimisa (1824-) also called “Arty” was born in Virginia. She married
John S. Black. The marriage record shows her age was about 45 years
old, 1st marriage; he was 56 years old.
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JACOB RASNICK, Jr. was born about 1788 and died in the 1860's. Jacob was born in Shenandoah Co,
Va. He married Judith Finney (born about 1793-1867 102 ) in Russell County and lived on a farm in Glade
Hollow. Jacob Rasnick was recommended for promotion from Ensign to Lt. in Captain Thomas Hendrick's
Co., 72nd Reg. of the Russell Co.Virginia Militia on 6 December 1810. Many of Jacob and Judith’s
descendants spell their name “Rasnake”. Their children were:
i.

ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Elijah Stephen (1811–1897) married Martha “Mattie” Hobbs. He, along with
his son, James Harvey, enlisted in the Confederate Army on 28 Mar 1863 as
Privates and were mustered in Co. E of the 21st Va. Cavalry.

Figure 52

Figure 53

Elijah Stephen Rasnake

James Harvey Rasnake

George (about 1813-1897) married Nancy Wallis; lived on a farm on Sandy
Ridge.
Juliana (-) married Joseph Skeens; lived on a farm in Va.; moved
to Floyd Co., Ky.
James (about 1819) married Elizabeth Davis.
John M. Preston (about 1821–1864) married Margaret Smith. He
was wounded in a fight on Frying Pan Creek during the latter parts
of the Civil War and died the next day near Carrie, Va.
Phoebe (about 1823-) never married.
Nancy (about 1825-)
Elizabeth (about 1827-) married (1) John R. Wyatt and (2) Harvey
Litton.
Gabriel Lafayette (about 1829-) married (1) Margaret Unknown and (2)
Harriett Patrick. Moved from a farm in Va. to Mn.
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x.

Charles (W.) C. (1832-) married Elizabeth Banner Horn. They lived in the
old Jacob and Mollie Rasnick homeplace in Glade Hollow. Charles
was a
member of the Confederate Army. He first enlisted in the 72nd Va. Militia in
Russell Co. as a Private. He transferred to G Co. of the 29th Infantry, and then
to the 16th Va. Cavalry, Ferguson’s Battalion, Stevenson’s Co. He was later
discharged for an unknown disability. Enlistment information indicates that he
was 5 ft. 10 inches tall and had light hair. 104 Many of their descendants spell
their name “Rasnake”.

Figure 54
Charles and Elizabeth Banner Horn Rasnake.
Zilla (1846-1918) Judge Sutherland’s book lists Zilla as number eleven under the children of Jacob
Rasnick and Judith Finney, but with a caveat. Descendant of Zilla, Audrey Skeen Preece, gives this
information: “Zilla’s real name was Zilliah Addie Rasnick. In the book ‘Some Descendants of John Counts
of Glade Hollow’, Judge Sutherland was not sure whose daughter she was due to the fact that she was
always listed with Jacob and Judith Rasnick in the census. She is the daughter of my great grandmother,
Nancy Rasnick Skeen, who had her out of wedlock. I am not sure if my great grandfather, David “Alex”
Skeen was her father, but he lists her as a daughter and her death certificate lists him as her father. Zilla
was born 28 Jun 1846 in Russell Co., Va. and died 11 Sep 1918 in Fleming Co., Ky.”

Figure 55
Zilla Rasnick with her husband, Solomon Browning, and grandson Raymond Skeen. [1905.]
104
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ELIJAH RASNICK was born about 1788 and died on 14 June 1868. It is thought by some researchers that
Jacob and Elijah might have been twins. Elijah married (1) Elizabeth Skeen in Russell County in Glade
Hollow, where she is buried. After her death, Elijah married (2) Elizabeth Litton (born about 1811). They
lived on the Thomps Musick Place on Weaver's Creek near Artrip. Both are buried there. 105 Elijah and (1)
Elizabeth Skeen’s children were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.

Stephen (about 1822-) married Winnie Artrip; lived on Hurricane Fork of
Dumps Creek.
John (about 1828-) enlisted in the Confederate Army on 27 Mar 1862 in Russell
Co., Va. and was mustered into Co. G of the 29th Va. Infantry. He lived on
Hurricane Creek and never married. 106
Mary “Polly” (about 1830-) died unmarried.
Elizabeth “Betty” (about 1833-about 1850) died unmarried.
Hannah (about 1834-) married Spencer Breeding; lived on Clinch
River.

Elijah and (2) Elizabeth Litton’s children were:
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

105
106

Margaret (about 1838-1883) married John Powers; lived near Carrie.
Napoleon Bonepart (1837-1894) married his cousin Margaret Rasnick; lived
on Weaver’s Creek. He served in the Confederate Army, Co. E., 21st Va. Cav.
and in 7th Confederate Battalion under Col. Clarence Prentice.

Figure 56

Figure 57

Napoleon Bonepart Rasnick

Margaret Rasnick

Priscilla Letitia “Tish” (about 1842-) married Jeremiah Couch; lived at
Castlewood, Va.
Isabelle (about 1843-) married Noah Couch; lived on various farms on
Weaver’s Creek and Harts Creek in Russell Co., Va.
William “Honey Bill” (about 1845) married Mary J. Artrip; lived in the Sink
Holes section of Russell Co. Va. Both are buried there. He served in the
Confederate Army and was a member of Co. E., 21st Va. Cav.

Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 37-43.
Sutherland, E. J. “Pioneer Recollections”. Elijah [Bunker] Rasnick. p. 298.
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vi.
vii.

Vincent (about 1846-) married Nancy Wilson; lived on the head of
Weaver’s Creek in Russell Co., Va.
Judith (about 1849-1907) lived at various places, mostly at Flat Spur, lastly on
Roaring Fork at Trammel. Judith never married, but her descendants include
doctors, teachers and even a super model, and have contributed much to
society. 107

Figure 58
Judith Rasnick
viii.
ix.
x.

Elizabeth (1853-died young)
Annie Eliza (1858-1932) married Cowan Musick; lived on Weaver’s Creek,
Russell Co., Va. Both are buried on their home farm.
Elijah Bunker (1856-) married Charity Crabtree; lived at his father’s
homeplace on Weaver’s Creek until 1888, then moved to Wallace’s Switch
in Washington Co. where they had a farm and mercantile store; later farmed in
WV, at Honaker and on Sandy Ridge before moving to Bristol in 1923. 108
Elijah wrote, “My father and brothers spelled their name Rasnake, and a
number of my cousins did likewise. Uncle Jonas and his family spelled it
Rasnick, and that is the way I spell it.”

Figure 59
Elijah Bunker and Charity Crabtree Rasnick.
107
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Summerton, Mina Phillips.
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MARGARET RASNICK was born about 1791; married Samuel Miller, then moved "West". A letter
from the daughter of Margaret’s brother Lazarus states that Margaret married a man by the name of Miller
who went to Indiana 109 and in fact they do appear in the Franklin Co. census. According to an old
newspaper article, Samuel Miller and wife left Fairfield, Indiana with five children for the Gold Rush in
California in March 1849. More research is needed to determine whether or not this is our Margaret.
LAZARUS D. RASNICK was born 23 May 1793 and died 7 December 1855. An index of marriages for
Franklin County, Indiana, records “Lazur” Rasnick marrying Elizabeth Holmes on 2 October 1823. He is
mentioned as the holder of a promissory note in a court record of 1832 and as a taxpayer in Blooming
Grove Township in 1828 and 1835. 110 In 1840 Lazarus and Elizabeth moved to Flint Creek, Iowa, and in
1848 built their home in Burlington, Iowa. Lazarus was a farmer and spent much time making shingles and
fence rails. A letter from Lazarus' daughter states that her father's sister, Margaret, married a man by the
name of Miller who went to Indiana, and she supposed that that was why Lazarus went there, too; that her
mother lived there and that they were married there. Lazarus and Elizabeth’s children were: 111,112
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.

Dewitt Clinton (1824-1827)
Nathan Holmes (1826-1890)
Mary (1828-1898) married (1) Gusta Ballard and (2) Orlando
Collins.
Margaret (1830-1897) married Norman Collins.
Eliza (1831-)
Elizabeth (1834-)
Henry Harpham (1837-1905) married Isabelle Shepherd.
Lucy (1840-) never married.
Robert Grimes (1847-1896) married Missouri E. McDowell.

Figure 60
Robert Grimes
x.

Lydia Nancy (1850-) married John Cronk.
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CHRISTINA RASNICK Christina "Crissa" Rasnick (born about 1796-) married John Fuller (born about
1797), son of George Fuller of North Carolina. It is said that George Fuller came from Scotland. They
settled on Fuller Hill near Sandlick, Virginia; moved to Buchanan County. Both are buried there. 113
NANCY RASNICK (about 1798-) married Broady Fields, who may have been a sibling of her brother
John’s wife, Rachel Fields. Nancy and Broady lived in Glade Hollow in Russell Co. In a letter written in
1869 from Elijah Laforce Rasnick to his cousin, Robert Lewis Cronk, he stated that “Aunt Nancy Fields
had died in Russell Co.” 114
MARY RASNICK (about 1801-) Mary “Polly” Rasnick married John Robinson; moved "West".
Recently her family was found listed in the 1850 Coffee County, Tennessee census. 115 Her age at that time
was given as 49, which would indicate a birth year of about 1801. Mary and John Robinson had at least six
children. Their names were:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
v.
vi.

Martha (about 1826/27-) was born in Virginia, most likely in Russell Co. She
married Reuben Green.
Richard (about 1829-) was born in Tennessee. He married Susan
McCullough.
Elvira (about 1830-) was born in Tennessee. She married Travis Green, most
likely the brother of Martha’s husband, Reuben Green.
Jonas (about 1834-) was born in Tennessee. He married Minerva
Jemima Gray. He was later living in Rutherford, Tennessee, and
then Denton, Texas.
Jacob (about 1836-) was born in Tennessee. He married Mary
Unknown.
Drucilla (-) was probably also born in Tennessee. She married George A. Hart
and moved to Missouri.
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JONAS RASNICK was born 13 August 1803 and died 13 February 1879. He married Rachel La Force
(born about 1813-died 29 May 1873) in Russell County. In 1831 they moved to Sandlick near the mouth of
Tilda Anderson Branch where their first four children were born, one unnamed died there. Jonas was a
farmer and a noted “Longhunter”. He was probably shown his way into the Sandy Basin by his cousin
Crissa Counts and her husband “Fighting” Dick Colley who were the first permanent settlers there in 1816.
Jonas established a hunting camp five miles from Sandlick called Jonas Camp. He was known for his
prowess as a hunter and many family stories survive about his exploits around the “Middle of the World”.
In 1838 they moved to Dumps Creek, South Clinchfield where they lived the remainder of their lives. Both
are buried there. 116,117
i.

Katherine “Katy” (1832-1910) married Elijah Shelby Counts. They made
their home on her father’s farm till 1853, then moved to Frying Pan Creek.
Built a cabin at the mouth of Bearpen Branch, moved in 1854. Elijah Shelby
Counts was physically frail but mentally alert. His grandfather, John Counts
of Cleveland, had owned slaves, but Elijah opposed slavery and tried to be
neutral during the Civil War. He saw no military service mainly because of a
medical exemption giving his physical incapacity as “Phthisic Pulmonalis”, (an
old term for pulmonary tuberculosis). Their son, Richard L. Counts, tells this
story: “One night, a band of [bushwackers] passed by my father’s place and the
dog was barking at them. Just as my father put his hand upon the door latch,
one of them shot at the dog. The bullet glanced an apple tree and struck the door
at a place that would have been at my father’s breast had he opened it a few
seconds earlier. I remember well of seeing, the next morning, the barked apple
tree, the bullet and the mark of the bullet upon the door. The family was much
excited on another occasion when the same crowd arrested my father and took
him from home. My mother was much troubled, and sat up late spinning at her
little wheel.” Elijah’s education was superior to his Lick Creek neighbors, and
after the Civil War they persuaded him to teach in a rough log hut at the mouth
of Josh’s Branch. He was the first Superintendant of the Poor of Dickenson Co.
1880. He came from a preaching family and was ordained and licensed to
preach on 7 March 1880. He preached the gospel for 32 years. 118

Figure 61
Elijah Shelby and Katherine Rasnick Counts.
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Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 48-73.
Counts, L. R. “Jonas Camp”. Sketch found in the research files of Effie P. Rasnick.
118
Sutherland, E. J. “Some Sandy Basin...” ‘Richard Colley’ and ‘Elijah Shelby Counts’ p. 47-89.
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ii.

Elijah Laforce (1835-1907) married Mary “Polly” Breeding. They lived at
the head of Left Hand Fork of Lick Creek; moved near Artrip in 1890. He
enlisted in the Confederate Army in Co. E 21st Va. Cav. on 03-28-1863 for the
duration. According to Jasper Sutherland: “A short time after I joined [the
Confederate Army], my company was called on to fight Burbridge as he came
back from his first attack on the Salt Works. About sixty of us went to the
Levisa River below Grundy, but above Rock Lick, and waited for them to come
back. We lay by the road one night and cut trees in the road to block the
Yankees. We didn’t take any provisions with us, so next morning we strung out
in the neighborhood to get some breakfast. Then Major Zeke, William Grizzle,
Mack Owens and me went to see the blockade. The Yanks were there in full
force. We darted back into the woods, but they saw us and followed and nearly
surrounded us. But we went further into the woods and hills and got away.
Major Zeke, Bart Yates and I went up the river and saw some more Yankees.
They got after us again and we had to run and scatter. Lige Rasnick was in my
company. It was awful hot and we had run and scrambled over the rough hills
so much that we were tired out. William Grizzle suggested that we hide for
awhile, but I said “No”. Major Zeke came up just then and said that the Yanks
had caught Lige Rasnick and maybe had killed him. We got down closer to the
road and hid behind some big rocks and saw about 4,000 Yanks go by. Some of
the Yanks were “niggers” – a company or two of them. We fired at the Yanks
and they fired back at us The bullets flew awful thick and glanced off the rocks
and made dirt fly all around us. Mack Owens was behind a tree, but the bullets
came too thick and made it hot for him, making the bark fly off his tree. So he
ran back to us and hid behind the rocks. We heard the Yankees officers say:
‘Go up that hollow and surround them.’ We saw a bend in the river again. Here
we saw them have Lige Rasnick a prisoner. Major Zeke and some of us fired
again at the Yankees and they fired back. This drew their attention, and Lige
jumped over the river bank and went down a kind of a slip 50 yards or more to
the river, where he jumped in and swum across and got away. The Yankees
didn’t shoot at him until he got nearly to the river, but they let go at him plenty
then, but didn’t hit him at all. None of us were hurt....” 119,120

Figure 62
Elijah Laforce and Mary “Polly” Breeding Rasnick
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Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...”. p. 55-56.
Sutherland, E. J. “Pioneer Recollections” ‘Jasper Sutherland’. p. 382-385.
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iii.

James Harvey (1837-1898) married Margaret Counts. They lived on the
Aggie Sutherland Farm in So. Clinchfield until 1858 when they built a round log
cabin on Breeding Branch of Frying Pan Creek in Dickenson, Co., Va. A year
or so later they moved to the head of Left Hand Fork of Lick Creek; about 1881,
to the new county seat at Ervinton; in 1891, four miles to Brushy Ridge, where
they are buried. He was one of the first brick masons in Dickenson, Co.; 121 an
orchardist and midwife; 122 an herb doctor; 123 and a good “heart man”. 124

Figure 63
James Harvey and Margaret Counts Rasnick
iv.

Mary (1839-1901) married William Franklin Grizzle. In 1859 they settled on
a wilderness tract of 146 acres on Breeding Branch of Frying Pan Creek, a gift
from Mary’s father. William was a farmer and teacher. He served in the
Confederate Army in Co. E 21st Va. Cav. 1863-1865; served two years as Justice
of the Peace in Buchanan Co.; elected and served as the first Treasurer of
Dickenson Co., 1880-1887. Both are buried on their homeplace. 125 More about
this family, and the diary of their son, Winfield Scott Grizzel, can be read in
“Some Sandy Basin Characters” by E. J. Sutherland, p. 90-114.

Figure 64

Figure 65

Mary Rasnick

William Franklin Grizzle
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Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 55-56.
Rose, Jeanette Rasnick.
123
Bevins, Penny Grizzel.
124
Aikman, Lonelle. “Nature’s Healing Arts” National Geographic Society. Mainard Rasnick. p. 14, 17-18.
125
Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 61-62.
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v.

vi.

Margaret (1841-1927?) married her cousin Napoleon Bonepart Rasnick
(1837-1894).

Figure 66

Figure 67

Margaret Rasnick

Napoleon Bonepart Rasnick

Martha (1843-1920) married John Hamon Grizzle; lived at Dante, moved to
Maynardsville, Tn. He served in the Confederate Army in Co. E 21st Va. Cav.
He was a Supervisor, Ervinton District, Dickenson Co. 126 On 17 June 1902 John
and Martha Grizzle sold the rights to mine on 93 acres for $469.31. 127 Both are
buried in Braden Cemetery near Maynardsville.

Figure 68
John Hamon and Martha Rasnick Grizzle
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127

Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 66.
Shearer, Katherine C. “Memories from Dante. The Life of a Coal Town.” p. 46.
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vii.
viii.

Sarah (1844-1914) married William Hamon Amburgey. She was born at
Clinchfield. They lived on Gravel Lick, where he was a Deputy Sheriff. 128
Noah Kernan “Dock” (1846-1932) married Margaret Kelly; lived at Wakenva.
He was a large land owner, farmer and merchant. 129

Figure 69
Margaret Kelly Rasnick
ix.

Henry Clay (1850-1911) married (1) Nancy Kelly and (2) Emily
Musick. He was a farmer, merchant and livestock dealer; served
as School Trustee and Justice of the Peace, Cleveland District,
Russell Co., Va.

NOTE: Extensive research has been done on Jacob and Mary Counts Rasnick’s descendants. More
information can be found in the Sources section in the back of this book.
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Sutherland, E. J. “Some Descendants of John Counts...” p. 70.
Reminisces of Margaret Kelly Rasnick can be read in “Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade
Hollow” by E. J. Sutherland, p. 101.

129

70

Chapter 8
Some Other Rührschneck Individuals and Family Lines

•

Lorenz and Jakob Rierschnik. In the Spring of 2006, Exulanten researcher Felix Gundacker
informed us that he had found our Austrian ancestor, Andreaß Rierschneckh’s name listed among
(supposedly) “re-Catholicized converts” in the book “Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten”. The very
next month, by chance, while working in Bohemia (Czech Republic) on another project, he came
across the following record:
“LORENZ RIERSCHNIK, legal son of Jakob,
shoemaker in Brezova nad Svitavou, who married here in 1701.”

Nothing more was found. Because no prior information about this spelling was seen, Mr. Gundacker said it
was to be assumed that Lorenz was not born there. After informing us about this discovery he had made,
we hired him to go back and specifically search for this family name, including any similar spellings. After
an extensive search of birth and marriage records, nothing else was found, so it is unknown where these
two came from, and where they went.
The trail in Austria, however, has not completely gone cold. According to Mr. Gundacker, the book “Die
Ältesten Waldviertler Familiennamen” 131 (The Oldest Surnames of the Waldviertel), contains the name
Ruernschalckh, which he says is phonetically similar to Rierschneckh. Although very few records of the
Waldviertel exist prior to 1628, certain economic records still exist. We are attempting to find someone in
Austria to help locate these records and do a search for us in the future.
•

Conrad Rührschneck. Several researchers 132 found references to Conrad Rührschneck, a hirte,
or shepherd, in the tiny village of Watzendorf found in Bertholdsdorf Parish. Naturally, he was
thought to be a close relative of the “Hessian” because he appeared in a place called Watzendorf,
but this did not turn out to be the case.
Johann Conrad, a son of Johann Conrad Ruehrschneck,
a shepherd, living here, and his wife Anna Barbara
is born on 12th of September [1773], high noon.
Godmother was Maria Barbara, spinster daughter from Hans Leonhardt.,
deceased, who was a day worker in Kalbs.

131
132

Pongratz, Walter. “Die Ältesten Waldviertler Familiennamen”. Krems an der Donau, 1986.
Lochner, Horst; Schleichert, Sabine; Bomhard, Helmut.
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Figure 70
Kirchenbuch (Church Book) cover and the birth entry found inside for
Johann Conrad Rührschneck, born 12 Sept 1773 in Watzendorf, Bertholdsdorf
Parish. He was the son of the shephard Johann Conrad Rührschneck.

72

•

Johann Rührschneck. Records for a second Ansbach soldier by the name of Johann
Rührschneck were found. He was born in 1759, and married in Ansbach in 1779. He was ruled
out as the ancestor of the Rasnick Family through muster lists, which proved the “Rasnick” soldier
was in America at the time of this second soldier’s marriage.

Figure 71
12 Jul 1779 Marriage Reference for the Second Ansbach Soldier named
Johann Rührschneck.

•

Karl and Otto Rührschneck. Karl and Otto Rührschneck were among the important motorcycle
racing drivers in Europe before and after WWII. 133,134 They caused a rare event once in 1938,
when Karl, along with his brother, Otto, crossed the finish line wheel to wheel, and both were
proclaimed winners. 135
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http://www.feldbergrennen.de/kurzbiographien.htm
http://racingmemo.free.fr/M%20COURSES%20INTER/MOTO%20SCHOTTEN.htm
135
Auction House Seidel & Friedrich. Lustgartenstraße 6, 68526 Ladenburg, Germany.
http://www.automobiliaauktion.de
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Figure 72
Otto Rührschneck is the man in the center.

Figure 73
A few of the trophies earned by Karl Rührschneck that turned up for sale at a
German auction house in 2007.
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•

Wilhelm Rührschneck. Wilhelm Rührschneck shows up on an Airplane Passenger Manifest, 3
136
Jun 1955, for persons embarking from Frankfurt, Germany and arriving in New York.
137
According to his grandson, this is August Wilhelm Rührschneck, who was here on business,
visiting the U.S. shoe industry. At the time of the trip, he was unaware of having close relatives
living in Indiana.

Figure 74
Airplane Manifest from Frankfurt, Germany.
•

Robert Rührschneck. Robert Rührschneck is a scissors grinder in Stein, Germany, who
answered our correspondence early on and supplied information about our family.

Figure 75
Robert Rührschneck
http://der-scherenschleifer.de/

136
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Ancestry.com: http://www.ancestry.com
Rührschneck, Christian.
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•

Rosita Rührschneck. Cartoon character. 138

Figure 76
Rosita Rührschneck
Cartoon Figure in Germany.

138

http://ggustav.gg.funpic.de/lex/pic/ruehrsch.jpg [NOTE: do not use the “www” notation when searching
this address or you will get routed to an undesirable website.]
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Appendix I
Postscript:
Chasing Jacob Home
For generations, wondering about our Rasnick origins has been the subject of much family interest and
speculation. I imagine that it might have been similar for some of our cousins across the ocean, too.
We Rasnicks didn’t know very much about our roots; we certainly didn’t know that we were a part of the
funny sounding “Rührschneck” Family over in Germany. But we did know something. What we knew
was that our first American ancestor was a man by the name of “Jacob Rasnick”, who was a “Hessian”
soldier that settled in Virginia after the Revolutionary War. We also knew that “Jacob Rasnick” was not
his true name, but we didn’t have a clue as to what it was, and basically had no real hope of ever finding it
out. Thanks to some early work by Judge Elihu Jasper Sutherland, of Clintwood, Va. we did have a vital
mixture of family lore and bits of history preserved for us in his book, “Some Descendants of John Counts
of Glade Hollow (SW Virginia) 1722-1977”. But we wanted more....we needed to know more.
In the 1970s and 1980s, Effie P. Rasnick dedicated her retirement years to traveling the United States,
gathering all the family information that she could. She traveled to Germany, and even planned a trip to
Russia, but was denied a visa. Her intent was to find out our “Hessian” ancestor’s real name and location
of his ancestral home once and for all, and to write a book about it. Unfortunately, illness interrupted her
plans. Effie was not to live to see her dream realized; she passed away in 2001.
In the mid 1990’s, Rasnake descendant and researcher, Frieda Patrick Davison, was led to a startling
conclusion. As she retells the events:
“Several years ago, I happened upon the book ‘Mercenaries from Ansbach & Bayreuth Who Remained in
America’, by Clifford N. Smith. As the title implies, this listed soldiers from the Ansbach and Bayreuth
regiments of German soldiers who (for whatever reason) remained in America after the Revolutionary
War. On page 36 of that book is the following:
Ruehrschneck, Johann. Private. Ansbach Regiment.
1st Company. Mentioned on a muster roll of June 1783.
When I pronounced this name aloud, I became convinced that it was our Jacob Rasnake. He had moved
into an area of SW Virginia that was highly populated by Scots and if you say that name with a Scottish
twist, by durn it sounds like Rasnake! The Johann (rather Jacob) bothered me but I decided to keep an
open mind.
Anyway, I searched and searched but found no other clues about him. In the summer of 1998, I met online
a researcher named Johann Helmut Merz who lives in Nova Scotia. Although he says that his knowledge
of the Hessian troops during the American Revolution is a ‘hobby’ believe me, in my view he is ‘the’
scholar.
He and I have corresponded over the next two years and he agreed with me that Johann Ruehrschneck is
our Jacob Rasnake.”
The timing of Frieda’s bold announcement of her belief that Johann Ruehrschneck was indeed Jacob
Rasnake couldn’t have been better. It coincided perfectly with a wonderful new tool that was well suited
for the pursuit of genealogy – the Internet! Rasnick descendants and researchers were now able to easily
find each other, exchange information and ideas, and access resources anywhere in the world! The
possibility of forming a group and pooling resources in order to find our ancestor became a very exciting
reality.
In 2001 The Jacob Rasnick Project was formed. Our one and only purpose was to find Jacob Rasnick in
Germany, and bring him back home to us here in America. Our journey was not easy or quick or cheap.
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For years we chased down every lead into almost every part of the globe. But it was wonderfully
successful, ultimately linking our American and German family together. In the end, we were not only able
to bring our Jacob home; we also brought home our earliest known Austrian ancestors, Andreaß and
Magdalena, and the knowledge of our family’s true heritage.
Many, many people have helped us along the way, both professionals and non-professionals. Luck,
determination and timing played a large part in our success, but it was the collaboration of Frieda Davison
and John Merz that was the huge breakthrough. Without it we would never have been able to have gone
forward. Their discovery opened up our “Hessian’s” military records, which gave us the name of the place
he came from, and thus a concrete place for us to being our search.
In 2003, Kevin Lett acquired Jacob Rasnick’s 1785 signature where he signed his name “Jacob
Rihrschneck” in German, providing the “proof” that Frieda’s theory was correct.
In 2005, Jacob’s military muster lists were obtained by Roger Nixon from the archives in London,
providing us with more important information that enabled our research to progress.
In the summer of 2007, after a long and difficult search, Sabine Schleichert gave us the news that she’d
found our “Hessian” ancestor in Germany, and presented us with his long awaited pedigree. A very good
thing that came out of Sabine’s research is that she wisely kept records on all Rührschnecks she came
across, compiling the first database and gedcom on this previously unresearched family.
In 2008, DNA analysis of both American and German members of the family was conducted by Family
Tree DNA, 138 organized by Harriet Rasnick. The results supplied us with scientific proof that confirmed
Sabine’s “paper-trail”. Participant Charles Rasnick, who can trace his direct, unbroken line of descent
back to Jacob Rasnick, underwent, at his own expense, a y-DNA analysis. The subsequent report classifies
our family in the haplogroup R1a, indicating origination in Eastern Europe, with the highest concentrations
appearing in Poland, the Slavic countries and the Ukraine. This agreed with many early clues we’d found
about the family’s origin. Harriet also arranged for the testing of her cousin John Stuart Rasnick;
American David Ruehrschneck; and Christian Rührschneck in Germany. Results indicated that there is
a 99% likelihood of a shared common ancestor in a genealogical time frame, which links us all back to our
Austrian ancestor’s son, Andreas.
An important matter that was cleared up during our research was the fallacy that associated our family
name with the group known as the “Melungeons”. Melungeon is a term associated with a number of socalled “tri-racial isolate” groups in Appalachia. The term “tri-racial” is used because these families are
thought to be of mixed European, African and Indian ancestry. 139 Most of these families appear
Caucasian, with dark hair and eyes, and an olive complexion. There is a lack of consensus on exactly who
should be classified in this group, but for some reason, some researchers have chosen to include the
Rasnick-Rasnake-Rasnic family in their list of Melungeon families. 140 As the proginators of our
American family have been proven to have come from German ancestry, the association with Melungeons
is incorrect. 141
Despite all the progress we’ve made, there is still much research to be done on our family, especially on the
much neglected female lines.
For more information, or to help with our research, visit our website at: http://www.rasnickfamily.org .
Marie Rasnick Fetzer
138

FamilyTree DNA: http://www.familytreedna.com
Wikipedia/Melungeons: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melungeon
140
Kennedy, N. Brent. “The Melungeons: The Resurrection of a Proud People. An Untold Story of Ethnic
Cleansing in America.” Macon: Mercer University Press, 1994.
141
See Appendix V The Melungeon Question by Donald F. Potter, Jr.
139
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In Memory and Great Thanks to:

Figure 77

Figure 78

Judge Elihu Jasper Sutherland
1885-1964

Effie Pearl Rasnick
1909-2001

Figure 79
Johann Helmut Merz
“John H. Merz”
1924-2006
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Appendix II

Descendants of Jacob Rasnake (“Hessian”)
By

Frieda Patrick Davison (Rasnake Descendant)
First Generation
1. Jacob1 RASNAKE was born in Germany circa 1745. He died DEC 1826 at
81 years of age. Jacob's will [transcribed as written below] was probated in Russell Co.,
Va., 2 Jan 1827 and is dated 24 Nov. 1826.
WILL OF JACOB RASNAKE, Russell County, Virginia, Will Book 4A, Pages 272
– 273, Executed 02 Jan 1827 (transcribed as found in the Will Book).
Virginia, Russell County, November 24th day in the year of Christ 1826.
I Jacob Rasnick sener. of said County on this day make my last will and
testament in the manner and form following, to wit:
1st that is to say I direct my executor as soon as practable after my decease
see on a ceadit as he may think best all my personal property.
2ndly I direct my funeral expenses be by my executor paid out of my
estate
3rdly that all my just debts be paid out of my estate
4thly that my beloved wife Mary Rasnick receive of my executor out of
my estate a reasonable suport dureang her natural life to the house and ground
reserved to me & her in the contract between George & David Cowand & myself
in the sale of my land to them that my executor give to here as she may need for
her own suport.
5thly After the death of myself and wife I give to my son Jones Rasnick
the sum of fifty dollars cash in addition to what I have allrady given him.
6thly that all the balance of my estate after the death of myself and wife be
by my executor after paying all costs of administration and a reasonable
allowance to my executor for his truble be eaqually divided between my
daughters of the following names Christeana Fuller Nancy Fields and Polly
Robinson
7thly and lastly that I apoint and constitute my friend Benjamin Sewell
executor of this my last Will and Testament given under my hand and seal this
day and date above writen in the presence of
his
Witnesses:
John Sewell
Jacob X Rasnick Senr. (Seal)
his
mark
William R Robinson
Mark
NOTE: Jacob signed his will by mark.
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Virginia,
At a court held for Russell County the 2nd day of January 1827.
This instrument of writing was exhibited in Court as and for the last Will and
Testament of Jacob Rasnick Senr. deceased and proven by the oaths of John
Sewell and William Robinson the two subsribing witnesses thereto and ordered to
be recorded and on the motion of Benjamin Sewell executor therein named he
made oath together with William Nash and Samuel G. Gibson his securities
entered into and acknowledged a bond in the penalty of $2,000 conditioned as the
law directs certificate is granted the said Benjamin Sewell for obtaining letters
testamentory in due form.
Teste
James P. Carrell C.R.C.
NOTE: Of his sons, only Jonas is mentioned in his will. According to our current
information, Jonas was born in 1803 and would have been about 23 years old when
Jacob, Sr., died. We have Jonas’ first child being born in 1832, so Jonas may have still
been single when his father died. All the other sons were married with their own
households. All of Jacob’s daughters are mentioned in his will with the exception of
Margaret [married to Samuel Miller]. Further research is required to determine
possibilities as to why.
Jacob married Mary COUNTS (called Molly or Mollie) in Shenandoah Co., Va., 25
Feb 1784. Molly was born circa 1764. Molly was the daughter of John COUNTS Sr.
and Mary Magdalena UNKNOWN. Molly died circa 1834. There is a bill of sale of her
property on file at the Russell County courthouse in Lebanon, Va., dated 18 Oct 1834.
Both Molly and Jacob are buried on their home place in Glade Hollow where a marker,
dedicated by their descendants on 16 Oct. 1977, honors these early pioneers and reads as
follows:
In fond memory of Jacob & Mollie Counts Rasnake, Hessian Revolution War Soldier,
and the parents of all Rasnicks, Rasnakes, and Rasnics. Their children were
John
Jacob Jr.
Elijah
Margaret
Lazarus
Mary
Nancy
Jonas
Christina
We have long suspected that none of the current spellings of Rasnic, Rasnick, or
Rasnake are the original spelling of Jacob’s surname. This suspicion is further advanced
by the variations on file at the Shenandoah and Russell Counties’ records. Variations
include the following: In the 1783 Shenandoah County tax list, his name appears as
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"Reversnuck"; in 1785 as "Rosenake"; in 1786 as "Raresnake"; in 1787-88 as
"Rearsnake." Other variations recorded in Russell County include Raresnick,
Raversnuck, and Reversnuk
In Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade Hollow, Elihu Sutherland writes,
“Jacob Rasnake was German. When about 18 years old, he was conscripted by his ruler,
probably in Hesse-Cassel, and hired to the British as a soldier in the American
Revolution. Family tradition is that he was threshing wheat when seized by military
officers. Failing to secure his release, his mother gave him a German Bible for use in the
far-away land.
He came to America with the Hessian Troops, was captured at the Battle of Saratoga
(?) in October, 1777, and held as a prisoner of war – most of the time in the Valley of
Virginia. When the war was over, the Hessian prisoners were given the option of being
returned to Europe or denouncing their rulers and remaining in America. He chose to
stay in the new world.
He had already found many Germans, blood and speech of his own, in the
Shenandoah Valley and the year after peace brought his release from the war prison, he
married one of them. Shenandoah County tax records show that he owned 2 horses and 2
cattle the year following his marriage.”
In History of Virginia, v. 5, 1924, p. 484, we find, "He was captured at the battle of
Brandywine and like many of his compatriots, he decided to cast in his lot with the
colonists and remain in this country."
Another version of the story is that Jacob was wounded and left on the battlefield.
Rev. Counts and his daughter came onto the battlefield bringing water and trying to care
for the wounded. As they approached they heard Jacob calling, “Muter, Muter” [German
for Mother]. They removed him from the battlefield and took him to Rev. Counts’ house
and nursed him back to health. This is a very romanticized version and highly doubtful
for many reasons. The closest battlefield to the Counts’ cabin was many miles away and
it is highly unlikely that he would have taken his young teenage daughter onto the
battlefield.
The first version is probably closer to the truth although studies currently underway
by Hessian scholars tend to disprove some points. First, prisoners of war from the Battle
of Saratoga were not held in the Valley of Virginia. Also, as more German sources are
being made available for research as they are translated into English. A major event in
genealogical research into the descendents of Hessian soldiers occurred in 1976 with the
publication of the "HETRINA" (Hessische Truppen im Amerikanischen
Unabhangigkeitskrieg). This is a compilation of the names of soldiers by Dr. Inge
Auerbach of the Staatsarchiv (State Archives) in Marburg (Hessen) Germany. Mr. John
Merz of Canada has done extensive research for our family name and has determined that
no where in the Hetrina is there a reference to any spelling of Rasnake. In Mercenaries
From Ansbach & Bayreuth Who Remained in America, Clifford N. Smith lists soldiers
from the Ansbach and Bayreuth regiments of German soldiers who (for whatever reason)
remained in America after the Revolutionary War. On page 36 of that book is the
following entry: “Reuhrschneck, Johan. Private. Ansbach Regiment. 1st Company.
Mentioned on a muster roll of June 1783.” In the German source Die AnsbachBayreuther Truppen 1777-1783, Dr. Erhard Staedtler lists soldiers who returned to
Germany, who died through sickness or war action, or who remained in America. He
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mentions Ruehrschneck only once and that is under the deserters and settlers in America.
In the German source Ansbach-Bayreuth Deserter List with Places of Birth, Johann
Ruehrschneck is listed as a musketier born in Watzendorf.
At this point, can we definitively say that Johann Ruehrschneck is our Jacob Rasnake
– probably not but we are beginning to gather supportive information. I was at first
bothered by the Jacob versus Johann as a given name. My genealogy colleague, German
born John Merz, explained the German custom to receive two first names. The first name
was typically the father’s name. The second name was typically the “calling” name but
the first name would have been recorded in the military records. Thus, his name might
have been Johann Jacob Ruehrschneck. If it is our Jacob, he would not have been a
“Hessian” with allegiance to the Duke of Hess, but rather to the Markgraff Carl
Alexander von Ansbach-Bayreuth. As to the laws and rules of the time, all able bodied
men between ages 17 and 40 were on conscription lists and required to serve in a military
regiment of their ruler. If he failed to report for conscription, he could have been forcibly
taken by soldiers. If it is our Jacob, the regiment in which he served was part of General
Cornwallis’ Army that was captured at Yorktown [not Saratoga] in October 1781. The
captured soldiers were marched to Winchester, Va., where they remained until 28 Jan
1782 and from there were marched to Frederick, Md., where they arrived on 31 Jan 1782.
On 13 May 1783, the captured soldiers were marched from Frederick through Lancaster
and Philadelphia, ending up at Long Island on 27 May 1783. They boarded ships for
Germany on 6 Aug 1783. Johann Ruehrschneck appears on a muster roll of June 1783
but is not on any of the ships’ lists that go back to Germany. Thus we may assume that
he either died or deserted somewhere along the march. Staedtler mentions him as a
deserter – not a death. He would have been in the Winchester, Va., area approximately
three months and then in the Frederick, Md., area another five. It is a well-documented
fact that the German soldier prisoners were “loaned” out to area farmers to earn part of
their keep and/or to obtain food for the prison camps. Winchester is located in Frederick
County and the county next to that – Shenandoah. Given all of these known facts, is it
such a leap to believe that Johann Ruehrschneck would end up a mere eight months later
as Jacob Rasnake living in Shenandoah County married to the daughter of a German
minister, Rev. John Counts? Although there were many German families in Shenandoah
and Russell Counties, they were also highly populated by Scots. If one says
“Ruehrschneck” aloud with a Scottish accent, it can easily be heard as “Rasnick” with a
rolled “r”.
While I’m sure there are researchers who will not and do not agree with me, I am
convinced that Johann Ruehrschneck is indeed our Jacob Rasnake. One next possible
step is to try to make a connection in Germany. If we could verify who Johann
Ruehrschneck was in his village of Watzendorf, we might be able to determine if there
are any surviving records as to what happened to him after the Revolutionary War.
Given the family story of his mother giving him a Bible to carry, we can assume that he
was of the Protestant faith. We do not know the denomination but Lutheran would be
highly likely. We would be very lucky indeed to find church records for his family and
perhaps learn more. He named his first son John and his second one Jacob. Referring
again to German naming patterns, would he have named his first son for his father (or
Mollie’s father) and his second for himself or for his father if he had named the first for
Mollie’s father? Did he have brothers named Elijah, Lazurus, or Jonas? He named one
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of his daughters Mary – the same as his wife. Was his mother named Nancy? Did he
have sisters named Margaret or Christena? Was he from a family of farmers? Another
point to consider is that if Johann Ruehrschneck is not our Jacob Rasnake, then what
happened to him?
We do know that about 1789, Jacob and his family left Shenandoah County and
moved to Russell County, settling in Glade Hollow – a few miles from the place where
Mary's parents later settled. Here Jacob and Mary became vital citizens of the county.
Jacob purchased land:
On August 17, 1790, a deed was recorded for 195 acres sold by Edward Smoot &
Mary to Jacob Rarsnake. It was located in the Glade Hollow on the waters of Cedar
Creek, a branch of Clinch River. It began along a conditional line of marked trees
made between Jacob Rarnesnake [note variation in spelling] and Zachariah Hendrix
including the south side of the said track of land which was granted to Edward
Smoot by patent dated June 20, 1785. Jacob paid 85 pounds “current money of
Virginia” for this property.
On August 23, 1796, two deeds were recorded for land sold by Zacheriah Hendrix
of Botetourt Co. to Mary and Jacob Rarsnake. The first was for 164 acres on both
sides of the Glade Hollow on the waters of Clinch River. It was originally land
granted to Zacheriah Hendrix by patent dated March 14, 1792. Its beginning corner
ran to a tract of land surveyed for Edward Smoot to the top of a spur of Copper
Ridge, then crossing the Glade Hollow. The second was for 195 acres in the Glade
Hollow on the waters of Cedar Creek, a branch of Clinch River. It began along a
conditional line agreed upon between Zachariah Henricks & Jacob Rarsnake
including the north side of the tract of land granted to Edward Smoot by patent dated
June 20, 1785. [NOTE: When this deed was recorded, it was noted in the Deed
Index book under Jacob “Rausnake”]
On July 24, 1804 a deed was recorded for 100 acres sold by David Calhoon &
Fereby to Jacob Raresnake. It was located on both sides of Glade Hollow, a branch
of Sinking Creek, the waters of Clinch River below Edmund Smoots and Richard
Hendersons land. It began at Richard Henderson’s line and crossed the Glade
Hollow.
On August 2, 1808 a deed was recorded for 150 acres sold by Jacob Raresnake &
Mary to Joseph Shoemaker. It was in the Glade Hollow on the waters of Cedar
Creek, a branch of Clinch River. It began on a line of the tract patent dated
December 23, 1795 with a corner to a line between Jacob Raresnake & Shoemaker,
then a corner to Smoot and crossing Glade Hollow. It was also part of a tract
Raresnake bought of Zachariah Hendrixon by patent dated June 20, 1785 including a
small field and still house agreeable to a line made between Raresnake &
Shoemaker. On 23 November 1811, a deed was recorded for this same 150 acres
back to Jacob & Mary from Joseph Shoemaker and Elizabeth.
Jacob also performed his civic duty in the county.
• He served on grand juries at the Court of Quarterly Sessions on 26 November
1793, 22 April 1794, 24 June 1794, 28 June 1796, 26 April 1797, 26 June 1798,
and 25 September 1798.
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•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

He served on grand juries of inquest at the Court of Quarterly Sessions on 28 June
28 1803, 23 April 1805, 2 September 1806, 2 June 1807.
He served as a surveyor on roads 25 June 1799.
He was appointed (with two others) to appraise the slaves & personal estate of
John Cowan 27 November 1799
He was appointed (with three others) to appraise the estate of William Gillespie 3
April 1805.
He also provided information for court presentments against other road surveyors
for not keeping the roads passable: (1) on the bank of Little Cedar Creek by
Shadrick Williams, 24 May 1803; (2) public road from the Copper Springs to
Russell Courthouse, 23 April 1805, (3) from the Courthouse up Copper Creek to
where John Hackneys precinct begins, 2 September 1806.
He was paid for 2 days as witnesses for the Commonwealth vs William Moore 4
September 1805.
He was paid bounty for killing one old wolf 1 October 1805.
He served as one of two securities for the will of Lawrence Vanhook, deceased,
and was granted a certificate for obtaining probate 2 June 1807.
He was the plaintiff when he brought suit against John Candler & James Sergent
for debt, 1 September 1807.

Personal property had to be paid based on the number of white males in a household.
All males over 16 had to be counted. Males had to begin paying taxes once they turned
21.
Russell County, Va., Personal Property Lists On Which Jacob Rasnake Appears
(Names are transcribed as appears in original records)
Date

Name

1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799
1801
1802
1810

Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Rasnack, Jacob

District
Location
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
None given

Commissioner

# of
Tithables
1
Weir, John
1
Weir, John
1
1
1
Webb, Will
1
Webb, Will
1
1
1
1
Smith, Henry
2
Browning, Jesse 2
2

In addition to personal property taxes, land taxes had to be paid. The table below
presents the Land Taxes paid by Jacob Rasnake.
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Russell County, Va., Land Taxes Paid by Jacob Rasnake
(Names are transcribed as appears in original records)
Date

Name

1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796

Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob
Raresnake, Jacob

District
Location
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District
Upper District

Commissioner

Land size

Weir, John

200 acres
200 acres
200 acres
200 acres
200 acres
200 acres
200 acres

Weir, John
Webb, Will
Webb, Will
Webb, Will

In 1815, Jacob Rarsnake, Senr., was assessed for taxes as follows: one farm in Glade
Hollow. 54 acres having thereon one dwelling house of wood, one story, 25 feet by 19
feet, one barn of wood, two stables, one loom house, one smoke house, one corn house,
one spring house, one blacksmyth’s shop, valued at $500.
1820 Russell County, Va. Census (page 21): Rarsenake, Jacob, Sr.
Males
under
10

0

Males
10
and
under
16

Males
Between
16 and
18

Males
16 and
under
26

Males
26 and
under
45

Males
45 and
over

Females
under 10

Females
10 and
under 16

Females
16 and
under 26

Females
26 and
under 45

Females
45 and
over

Foreigners
Not
Naturalized

People in
Agriculture

0

1

1

1

1

1

0

0

1

0

0

2

Analysis of 1820 census:
• The Male between 16 and 18 is the same male as between 16 and 26 [otherwise
the number in that column would be more than 1]. This means the child would
have been born between 1802 and 1804. In looking at our children list [below],
we can determine that it is highly likely that this child is Jonas.
• The Male between 26 and 45 would have been born between 1775 and 1784.
Since Jacob and Mollie did not marry until 1784, we can use John, Jacob Jr., and
Elijah as possibilities since all their birthdates are “circa” information. However,
John and Jacob, Jr., appear in the 1820 census as heads of their own households.
This would mean that Elijah is the likely candidate for this category. This also
means that he may be older than what we have thought to date.
• The Male over 45 is obviously Jacob, Sr.
• The Female under 10 would have been born after 1810. Since we have no birth
information for Mary or Nancy, it could be one of them. It is almost impossible
that it is Christina because we have one of her own children being born circa
1812.
• For the Female between 26 and 45, we can use the same rationale as for the Males
above. This would require a birthdate around 1784. Again since we have no birth
information for Mary or Nancy, it could be one of them. However, there is also a
John Robinson in the 1820 Russell County census. In that household is 1 male
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•
•

under 10, 1 male over 45, 2 females under 10, and 1 female 26 to 45. This John
Robinson could be Mary’s husband but we don’t know for sure. The female in the
Rasnake household might also be Margaret as we have only a “circa” date for her.
We don’t know when she married Samuel Miller and we have no further
information on either of them.
The 2 people in agriculture would be Jacob, Sr., and whichever son is the 26 to 45
age bracket. As stated above, it could be Elijah.
One problem with this 1820 census is that there is obviously no accounting for
Mary (Mollie). We believe she was born around 1764 so she would definitely be
over 45 years of age. Where was she?

Jacob RASNAKE and Mary COUNTS had the following children:
i. Mary2 RASNICK (called Polly). She married John ROBINSON.
We know nothing else about Mary and John. Further research is
required. There is a John Robinson household in the 1820 Russell
County Census but we don’t know that it is this John.
ii. Nancy RASNICK. She married Broady FIELDS. We know nothing
else about Nancy and Broady. Nancy’s brother John (below)
married Rachael L. Fields. Could she and Broady have been
siblings? Further research is required.
iii. John RASNIC was born in Shenandoah Co., Va., circa 1786. He
married Rachel FIELDS and had seven children.
iv. Jacob RASNICK Jr. was born circa 1788. Some researchers believe
Jacob and Elijah are twins. Further research is required to
establish that. Jacob married Judith FINNEY and had thirteen
children.
v. Elijah RASNAKE was born 1788. Some researchers believe Jacob
and Elijah are twins. Further research is required to establish
that. Elijah married, first, Elizabeth SKEEN and, second, Elizabeth
LITTON. He fathered sixteen children.
vi. Margaret RASNAKE was born circa 1791. She married Samuel
MILLER. We know nothing else about Margaret and Samuel.
Further research is required.
vii. Lazarus D. RASNAKE was born 23 May 1793. He married
Elizabeth HOLMES. They had ten children.
viii. Christina Lucretia RASNICK was born circa 1796. She married
John FULLER. They had eight children.
ix. Jonas RASNICK was born 13 Aug 1803. He married Rachael
LAFORCE. They had nine children.
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Appendix III
Military

Figure 80
Section taken from a newspaper article in the Bayreuther Zeitung, No. 58, issued on 23 Mar 1802. This
was the so-called “Wanted List” naming a large number of deserters, including the Ansbach soldier
“Der Mousquetier Johann Rührschneck, aus Watzendorf”.
This one line linking Jacob to Watzendorf proved to be a crucial clue in the search for him. According to
researcher, Sabine Schleichert, “The text says that these men deserted, and did not return, and that they
are summoned to justify themselves at the military court. If they do not follow this summon, the knacker
will placard their names at the gallows (which implies that this punishment is meant to diminish their
personal honor, too), and their current and future property will be confiscated. Their relatives are
forbidden to hide anything of this property from the authorities.”

Figure 81
Section from the first of fourteen Muster Lists for the Ansbach Regmient, Company I.
This one is for the time period of 5 Mar 1777 through 24 Jun 1777 and lists Soldier
No. 90. “Jean Rierschneck”.
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Figure 82
One of the Ansbach-Bayreuth flags surrendered at Yorktown.

Figure 83
Horst Lochner commissioned German nuns to create
this replica of the Ansbach-Bayreuth Regimental flag.
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90

91

92

War’s harvest
A Mother’s Loss
by James M. Rasnick
Plucked from his father’s field, like the fall wheat.
Jacob was forced to join in with the soldiers’ marching feet.
Recruited at the end of a musket, told to join or die.
Not allowed to go home, nor allowed to ask why.
Unable to interfere, his mother could only watch Jacob leave
and cry.
The family Bible in parting, she gave him to help him grow.
To encourage him on the way he should go.
Nevermore to see him, his fate she would never know,
the man he’d become depended on the seeds she’d sown.
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Appendix IV
Documents

Figure 84
In this 1785 Shenandoah Co., Va. Marriage Bond for Philip “Couts” and Anna Kiser, “Jacob Rasnick”
signed his German name “Jacob Rihrschneck”. This provided the “proof” of his true identity.
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Appendix V
The Melungeon Question – The Bottom Line

Donald F. Potter, Jr.
March 12, 2005
We are all very familiar with the great migration of the Scotch-Irish (actually Ulster-Scotch) and the
German people down the Shenandoah Valley. I also believe, and it is documented, that when these same
Scotch-Irish and German people reached the area around what is now the very northeastern part of
Tennessee, they encountered a dark-skinned people all claiming to be "Portyghee" (Portuguese). Sounds
odd, but in 1566, Juan Pardo, a Spanish officer, recruited 200 soldiers probably from the Galician
Mountains of northern Spain and Portugal and brought them to the Spanish colony of Santa Elena in what
is now South Carolina. These same soldiers built and occupied four or five forts running into what is now
northern Georgia, western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee.
What happened to them ? ? ? ? Nobody is for sure.
My point in saying all this is to point out that when the Scotch-Irish and German settlers arrived, the
Melungeon people were already there. So if you can trace your Appalachian family back out of the area
mentioned, you are "NOT" of Melungeon descent. Using our Rasnick family as an example, we all
descend from Jacob Rasnick and Molly Counts, whose family is documented to have been in the upper
Shenandoah Valley. This in and of itself is proof that we are not of Melungeon descent. Being able to
trace some of my other family lines, such as Potter, Skeens, Bates, Bentley, Pitts and more, back out of that
area, they are also not of Melungeon descent. Do I have lines that I can't trace back out of that area? Yes.
Are they Melungeon? I don't know yet, but hopefully someday, maybe I'll find out.
The bottom line here is that even though there are numerous theories as to what the Melungeons actually
are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

part Black
part Indian
one of the lost tribes of Israel
Portuguese/Juan Pardo soldiers
surviving descendants of the lost colony of Roanoke Island
descendants of the Welsh explorer Madoc/1100 AD timeframe
descendants of early Carthaginian or perhaps Phoenician seaman discovering North America
2,000 years before Columbus

Our Jacob "DOES NOT" fit into any of these categories. So unless someone has a different theory on what
the Melungeons actually are, Jacob Rasnick was not a Melungeon or even of Melungeon descent. He
"WAS" a “Hessian” soldier of the Ansbach regiment sent to America during our Revolutionary War
period.
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Appendix VI
DNA

Figure 85
The y-DNA analysis of German cousin Christian Rührschneck, and American
cousins Charles Rasnick, John S. Rasnick, and David Ruehrschneck linked all three
of the main branches of our family back to a common ancestor,
Andreas Rierschneck, son of our first Austrian emigrant ancestor,
Andreaß Rierschneckh.

96

97

Appendix VII
Houses

Figure 86
Rasnake House in Glade Hollow about 1900.
This house was built on the site of the original Jacob and Mollie Rasnick home place and still stands
there today. The photo shows the Charles Rasnake Family identified by Rasnake descendant and
owner of the property, Thomas Monk, as follows:
The boy on the roof with the dog is Samuel D. Rasnake; leaning on the porch is Thomas Franklin
Rasnake; next in line with the beard is Steven Sheridan Rasnake; sitting in the chair is Charles
Rasnake (son of Jacob Rasnake, Jr. and Judith Finney. Jacob, Jr. was the son of Jacob Rasnake and
Mollie Counts); the woman in the black behind and to the right of Charles is his wife, Elizabeth.
The girls are their daughters; there were three, Laura, Harriet and Sally. Elizabeth had a daughter
before she and Charles were married and her name was Martha. Martha had three daughters, Beulah,
Sade and Kate. The small girls in the picture are most likely Beulah and Sade. One of the three women
in the picture could be Martha. One of the daughters is not pictured. Also not pictured is another son
Jacob (Jake).
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Figure 87
The Rasnic House
Pen and Ink by artist Earl R. Tayce.

“Built on the Wilderness Road in Knox County, Kentucky around the year 1795. A solid
structure of squared logs and half dovetail joints, hand split shingles (shakes) on the roof,
and a lean-to at the rear of the house. The half attic and huge stone chimney, the small
window over the porch, along with the split hickory fence, made this an outstanding
example of early Kentucky architecture. This type of housing being one of the first firm
shelters of pioneer life in America. The walls were formed of hewn logs, jointed and
caulked. Stone foundation, floors of hewn logs were more reasons for the durability of
these mountain homes. Rasnic House was occupied for 150 years until it burned in 1945.
A loss of one of the finest examples of pioneer Kentucky architecture.” 134

134

Kentucky Historical Society. Kentucky Ancestors, Vol. 9, No. 2. October, 1973.
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Appendix VIII
Maps and Charts

Directions
Jacob and Mollie Rasnick’s
Glade Hollow Homeplace and Cemetery:
The original Jacob and Mollie Counts Rasnick
homeplace and Cemetery in Glade Hollow is located on
Rt. 640, north of the town of Lebanon, in Russell
County, Virginia. From Lebanon take Rt. 82 to Rt. 640
and turn right. Go a few miles and the cemetery is
located on the side of a hill on the left, shortly before the
intersection of Rt. 740. The cemetery is located at a
private residence, so please be considerate and do not
visit without prior permission.

GPS Coordinates
North 36 degrees 55.75'
West 82 degrees 04.105'
Figure 88
Map of some family cemeteries near Lebanon,
Virginia.

Figure 89
Glade Hollow Memorials to the Jacob and Mollie Counts Rasnick Family (left), and
to John and Mary Magdeline Counts. The location of their old home places is about two miles apart.
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Figure 90
Rasnake, Virginia map and post mark.
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ORIGIN OF THREE SPECIFIC BRANCHES OF THE

RÜHRSCHNECK
of Germany and

ANDREAß
RIERSCHNECKH
born about 1612
died in 1682
+
Wife
MAGDALENA
♥
Austrian Emigrants
Migrated from
Austria → Germany
MARKT
BEROLZHEIM
about 1653

RASNICK FAMILY
the United States

ANDREAS

SUSANNA
MAGDALENA

JOHANNES

JOHANN
MICHAEL

JOHANN
CONRAD

GEORG

HIERONYMUS

JOHANN
MICHAEL

HIERONYMUS

1653-1727

1655-1719

1657-1730

1659

1661-1737

1662

1663-1664

1667-1733

1669-1745

Born and died in
MARKT
BEROLZHEIM.

Born in
Markt Berolzheim.
Migrated to
→
SAUSENHOFEN.

Born and died in
MARKT
BEROLZHEIM.

Born in
Markt Berolzheim.
Migrated to
→
OSTHEIM.

Born and died in
MARKT
BEROLZHEIM.

Born in
Markt Berolzheim.
Migrated to
→
WINDSFELD.

Born in
Markt Berolzheim.
Migrated to
→
EGGENTHAL.

Born in
Markt Berolzheim.
Migrated to
→
SAUSENHOFEN.

Born in
MARKT
BEROLZHEIM.

†

From Andreas’ Son
JOHANN MATTHIAS
1682-1768
SAUSENHOFEN → AUHAUSEN

From Andreas’ Son
JOHANN MICHAEL
1697-1751
SAUSENHOFEN

GROUP I
German RÜHRSCHNECK
“Helix” Group
SPARNEK→NAILA→SELBITZ

GROUP II
American RUEHRSCHNECK Group
SELBITZ→
INDIANA→ILLINOIS

GROUP III
American
RASNAKE-RASNICK-RASNIC
“Hessian” Group
IRSINGEN→SW VIRGINIA
American RUEHRSCHNECK Group
Possibly the SELBITZ→
PENNSYLVANIA Group, too???
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† indicates individual died as a child.

Copyright © 2009 Marie Rasnick Fetzer.

SPECIFIC LINES OF THE RÜHRSCHNECK-RASNICK FAMILY
Andreaß + Magdalena Rierschneckh

Andreas + Margaretha Rierschneck

Johann Michael + Apollonia Schorr Rührschneck

Johann Matthias + Eva Hosemann Rührschneck

Johann Michael + Catharina Walther Rührschneck

Johann Georg + Anna Schwanzer Rührschneck

Johann Thomas + Elisabeth Margarethe Feldrapp Rührschneck

Johann Jacob + Mary Counts Rührschneck*
(*Surname Anglicized in
the U.S. to “Rasnick”, etc.)

Johann Andreas + Elisabetha Dorothea Dreher Rührschneck
Johann Thomas Rührschneck +
(1st Wife)
Unknown
Heinrich + Sophie Färber
Rührschneck

USA
RASNAKE-RASNICK-RASNIC
“HESSIAN” GROUP

(2nd Wife)
Kunigunde Karolina Stamm

Originating in SW Virginia

NOTE: While these are the lines through which most in the family descend,
there are also members who do not belong in these specific categories, but rather
descend from our Austrian ancestors through other lines not listed on this chart.
There is no clear point of delineation when the German family changed to the
now standardized “Rührschneck” spelling. The names of these early individuals
above have been found spelled in many different and often interchangeable ways,
but are limited to only a few versions here to lessen confusion.

Johann Wilhelm + Rosina Meyer
Rührschneck

USA
RUEHRSCHNECK
GROUP

GERMANY
RÜHRSCHNECK “HELIX”
GROUP

Indiana and Illinois.
(and possibly Pennsylvania??)

Selbitz

Copyright © 2009 Marie Rasnick Fetzer.
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Our family’s y-DNA Haplogroup - R1a - indicates our origins
could be from Ukraine, Poland or the Slavic countries.

PENNSYLVANIA
Johann Wolfgang
Rührschneck
(John
Ruehrschneck)
(Selbitz)
[1888]
INDIANA
Johann Heinrich
Rührschneck
(Henry
Ruehrschneck)
(Selbitz)
[1867]

BOHEMIA?? (Modern day Czech Republic)
Lorenz, legal son of Jakob Rierschnik, marries in Brezova nad Svitavou
(Brüsau) in 1701, then vanishes with no further trace.
GERMANY
Franconia
(Bavaria)
[1653]

AUSTRIA
Andreaß
Rierschneckh
flees Rappottenstein,
Austria for
Franconia, Germany
[1653]. All German
Rührschnecks and all
American
Ruehrschnecks; and
all American
Rasnake-RasnickRasnic descendants of
the “Hessian” soldier
Jacob Rasnick can be
traced back to this one
man.

VIRGINIA
Johann Jacob
Rierschneck
(Jacob Rasnick)
(Waizendorf
District of
Ansbach)
[1777]

RÜHRSCHNECK MIGRATION MAP
Copyright © 2009 Marie Rasnick Fetzer.
104

Appendix IX
Selected Bibliography and Related Resources
Books
“Ancestry and Descendants of the Nassau-Siegen Immigrants to Virginia 1714-1750” by B. C.
Holtsclaw. Germanna Record, No. Five. Virginia. 1964.
"History of Virginia" Vol. 5, 1924, p. 484.
"Journey in Virginia" by Polly Ryan. p. 89-90. 1975. Ryan. Oakton, Va.
“Mead Relations” (Mead-Brown-Powell-Keyser-Kelly-Trumbo-Austin-Toler-Prichard) VirginiaKentucky. Compiled by A. M. Prichard, Staunton, Va. 1933.
“Memories from Dante” by Katherine Shearer.
(available from:)
Clinch Mountain Press
P. O. Box 117
Emory, Va. 24327
276-944-5355
clinchmtn@gmail.com
“Men and Events of the Revolution in Winchester & Frederick County Virginia” Vol. IX Bicentennial
Issue of the Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society Papers. ‘The Revolutionary Prisoners of War
in Winchester and Frederick County’ by Lewis N. Barton. Winchester, Virginia. 1975.
“Nature’s Healing Arts” Aikman, Lonelle. ‘Mainard Rasnick’ p. 14, 17-18. National Geographic Society.
“Pioneer Recollections” by E. J. Sutherland.
"Russell County Heritage Book" Vol. 2, p. 421. ‘Jacob Rasnick, the Hessian Soldier’ by Bonnie Sage
Ball.
"Some Descendants of John Counts of Glade Hollow (Southwest Virginia) 1722-1977" Vol. I.
Judge Elihu Jasper Sutherland. Pub. 1978.
(available from:)
Sutherland Books
P. O. Box 547
St. Paul, Va. 24283
276-762-0542
dickensoncountybooks@verizon.net
“Some Sandy Basin Characters” by E. J. Sutherland.
“The History of the Descendants of John Koontz” by Lowell L. Koontz. 1979.
“Verzeichnis der Neubekehrten im Waldviertel 1652-1654” Codex Vindobonensis 7757 der
Nationalbibliothek Wien. Georg Kuhr und Gerhard Bauer. GFF. Nürnberg 1992.
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Documents, Articles and Monographs
“A Random Historical Sketch of Meeker County, Minnesota From Its First Settlement, to July 4th,
1876.” A. C. Smith, Litchfield, Minn. Belfoy & Joubert, Publishers. 1877.
"Descendants of Jacob Rasnake ("Hessian") First Generation" by Frieda Patrick Davison.
“Die Ansbach-Bayreuther Truppen im Amerikanischen Unabhängigkeitskrieg 1777-1783”. p. 167.
Erhard Städtler, Nürnberg. 1955.
"Jacob Rasnake" by Frieda Patrick Davison.
“Jacob Rasnick” by Bonnie Sage Ball. ‘Early Settlers of Lee Co., Va. and Adjacent Counties’ Vol. II, p.
902.
“Jacob Rasnick, The Hessian Soldier” by Bonnie Sage Ball. ‘Russell Co. Heritage Book’, Vol. 2, p. 421.
“Jonas Camp”, by L. R. Counts. Effie Rasnick Collection. Nancyann Rasnick Serra, Sanford, Fl.
“Jonas Rasnake House”. Works Progress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory. County:
Russell, Class: Home, Jonas Rasnake House. Research made by: Maide McCloud, Honaker, Virginia.
November 23, 1937.
Journal of the Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Vol. 7, No. 3 2003.
http://pages.prodigy.net/halschwalm/jsharegis.html
Marriage Bond for Philip Couts and Anna Kiser, Shenandoah County, Virginia, August 22, 1785.
“Mercenaries from Ansbach and Bayreuth, Germany, Who Remained in America After the
Revolution.” Clifford Neal Smith. German-American Research. Monograph No. 2. p.36. Heritage House,
1974.
"Personal Data Files of German Military Men in the U.S.A. 1776-1783”. Compiled by Johann Helmut
Merz. Researcher and Historian. ‘Ruehrschneck, Johann Jakob’ – Ansbach-Bayreuth Regiment.
“Rasnic House”, Kentucky Historical Society. Kentucky Ancestors, Vol. 9, No. 2. October 1973.
“Rasnic(k)”, ‘The March of the Sages’, Editor Bonnie (Sage) Ball, p. 524-527.
“Revolutionary Barracks Frederick County, Maryland”, Historical File No. 1008.
“The Hessian Barracks of the Revolutionary War at Winchester, Va. and Frederick, Md.” by Marie
Rasnick Fetzer: http://www.rasnickfamily.org/the%20hessian%20barracks.htm
“The Rasnick Family” by Bonnie Ball, Haysi, Va. a sketch given at the Counts Reunion, 18 Aug 1963.
“Western Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, Pittsburgh.” Source Pub. Code. 9702, 1890 Allegheny
Co., Pennsylvania, ‘List of Immigrants Who Applied for Naturalization Papers in the District Courts of
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.’ Primary Emigrant: Ruehrschneck, John. Pittsburgh: the society. Vol. 7,
1892-1906. 1982. 220p. Page:136.
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Historical Societies and Repositories
Effie Rasnick Collection of Research and Photographs. Nancyann Rasnick Serra, Sanford, Fla.
Gesellschaft für Familienforschung in Franken e.V
(Society for Family Research in Franconia)
Archivstraße 17 (Staatsarchiv)
D- 90408 Nürnberg, Germany
website: http://www.gf-franken.de/index_e.html
Johannes Schwalm Historical Association, Inc.
Registry for Descendants of Hessian Troops
Public Depository, Special Collections Department in the Fackenthal Library
Franklin and Marshall College
JSHA
P. O. Box 127
Scotland, Pa. 17254-0127
The National Archives (formerly the PRO)
Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU England
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8876 3444.
Treasury Series: Departmental Accounts T 38/812.
“Accounts of Hessian Troops Engaged in America 1775-1795”
Volume “Pay and Stoppages.”
Internet Resources
About Martin Luther website: http://www.pbs.org/empires/martinluther/about_driv.html
AMREV-HESSIAN Mailing List from Rootsweb:
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/other/Military:_US_Revolution/AMREV-HESSIANS.html
AMREV-HESSIANS website: http://freepages.military.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~bonsteinandgilpin/
Ancestry.com website: http://www.ancestry.com/
Ancient Faces - Surname “Rasnick” website: http://www.ancientfaces.com/research/photo/351656
Ansbach-Bayreueth Troops During and After the Revolutionary War
http://www.jochen-seidel.de/ab-troops/
Articles of Capitulation Yorktown.
http://various.classicauthors.net/ArticlesOfCapitulationYorktown/
Carl Kayser Genealogical Site:
http://mark.kiser.googlepages.com/
Das Telefonbuch:
http://www.dastelefonbuch.de/
Exulanten:
http://www.ihff.at/IHFF_Exulantene.htm
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Family Tree DNA y search – Haplogroup R1a for listed name: Charles Rasnick:
http://www.ysearch.org/haplosearch_view.asp?haplo=R1a&viewuid=XKCJB&p=0
Family Tree DNA y search – Haplogroup R1a for listed name: Christian Rührschneck:
http://www.ysearch.org/alphalist_view.asp?uid=XAFQ9&letter=R&lastname=Ruehrschneck&viewuid=9T
CGE&p=0
Family Tree DNA y search – Haplogroup R1a for listed names: Rasnick, Rasnic, Ruehrschneck:
http://www.ysearch.org/haplosearch_view.asp?haplo=R1a&viewuid=XKCJB&p=0
Germany y-DNA Project Haplogroup R website: http://www.germandna.net/Germany%20Project%20Results%20by%20Haplogroup%20-%20R.htm
Hessian Barracks
National Register Listings in Maryland, Inventory No.: FHD-0243
http://www.marylandhistoricaltrust.net/
Hessian Barracks A Revolutionary War Prison and Civil War Hospital
http://www.hallowedground.org/component/option,com_jthg/theme,region/task,view/county,Frederick/Ite
mid,1/id,25/
Hessian Barracks, Museums, Frederick County, Maryland
http://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/01glance/museums/fr/html/fr.html
History of Dubois County, Indiana Online book: http://www.archive.org/details/historyofduboisc00wils
IHFF Genealogie Gesellschaft mbH (Institute for Historical Family Research):
http://www.ihff.at/indexstarte.htm
Jacob Rasnake Family Journal by Julie Voyles:
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jvoyles/alliedkiserfamilies/jacobrasnakedescendants12
3.htm
Jacob Rasnick Pedigree (partial Rührschneck gedcom by Sabine Schleichert):
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ggrs_fetzer&id=I59147
Kloster Auhausen: http://www.kloster-auhausen.de/f_kloster.html
LDS Family Search Center:
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/frameset_search.asp?PAGE=/eng/search/ancestorsearchresults.asp
Markt Berolzheim: http://www.marktberolzheim.de/
Maryland State Department of Natural Resources, “Fort Frederick State Park History”
http://www.dnr.state.md.us/publications/ftfrederickhistory.html
Rasnick Family Genealogy: http://www.rasnickfamily.org
Religious Exiles from Austria: http://www.pfaenders.com/html/content.html
Russell Co., Va. Civil War website:
http://russellvets.org/pictures/veterans.html
The Jacob Rasnick Project
public site: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jacobrasnickproject/
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private site: http://www.jacobrasnickproject.org/isapi.dll?c=home&htx=domainlogin&siteid=
VeJFAI&preview=1&contentid
The Official Tourism Website of Frederick County, Maryland, “Hessian Barracks”
http://www.fredericktourism.org/
The Rasnick Family Newsletters Issues Nos. 1-18:
http://www.rasnickfamily.org/newsletters.htm

Newspaper Articles

Bayreuther Zeitung. No. 58, 3 March 1802. Stadtarchiv Bayreuth. Horst Lochner and Sabine Schleichert.
“Revolutionary Battle Has Close Ties to Area Family” by J. Samuel Rasnake. Bristol VirginiaTennessean. Monday, November 14, 1977.
“Rasnick Family Back to the Hessians” by June Johnson. Appalachian News Express, Monday,
November 14, 1994.
“Rasnicks, Take Heed”. Ralph R. Rasnick. Kingsport Newspaper. 1977.
The Ansbacher Intelligenzzeitung of 1802, No. 10, issued Wednesday 10 March, 1802. Reinhard Mayer.

Personal Correspondence and Emails
Askren, Jack
jackaskren@yahoo.com
Bomhard, Helmut
Windsbacer Str. 32
91564 Neuendettelsau, Germany
Brooks, Bob
rcbrooks@pivot.net
Counts, Rusty
dbcounts@bellsouth.net
Fine, Paul
paul@theactlady.com
Koontz, Lowell L.
Lowell L. Koontz
6515 Oakwood Drive
Falls Church, Virginia 22041
wwkoontz@verizon.net

Lochner, Horst
Felix-MottlStr. 20
95445 Bayreuth, Germany
LochnerLT@t-online.de
Mayer, Reinhard
erbenmayer@t-online.de
Merz, Johann Helmut (John Merz) (deceased)
jmerz@cogeco.ca
Pfaender, Peter
pfaenderfamily@gmx.de
Preece, Audrey Skeen
audreypreece@hotmail.com
Ruehrschneck, Conrad
118 Bucks Road
Cranberry Twp., Pa. 16066
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Schleichert, Sabine
sabine@ggrs.com
http://www.ggrs.com/

Ruehrschneck, David
scubader@aol.com
Rührschneck, Christian
helix_chris@hotmail.com

Sutherland, William H.
Sutherland Books
P.O. Box 547
St. Paul, Va. 24283
dickensoncountybooks@verizon.net

Rührschneck, Hans
Gustav-Weisskopf-Strasse. 23
91578 Leutershausen, Germany

Turner, Gail Rasnick
gail.a.turner@yrcw.com

Rührschneck, Robert
Neuwerk 1
90547 Stein, Germany

Wollmershäuser, Friedrich R.
wollgen@t-online.de

Rührschneck, Wilhelm
Obere Weinbergsleithe 7
96129 Amlingstadt, Germany

Wunder, Helmut
Arnulfstraße 27
80335 München, Germany
Helmut.Wunder@hvb-bkk.de

Schaitberger, Linda
http://www.exulanten.com
dealmaglin@hotmail.com

Researchers

Friedrich R. Wollmershäuser
Wollmershaeuser Genealogie
Germany
email: wollgen@t-online.de

Roger E. Nixon
Military & Historical Searches
PO Box 11267
London SW5 9ZZ UK
tel: +44/(0)207 244 7095
email: rogerEnixon@pro-search.co.uk
website: www.pro-search.co.uk

Ing. Felix Gundacker
Institute for Historical Family Research
IHFF Genealogie Gesellschaft mbH
A-1190 WIEN, Pantzergasse 30/8
Austria
Tel = 0043 1 369 97 29, Fax = 369 97 30
email: office@ihff.at

Sabine Schleichert
German Genealogical Research Service
Rosa-Aschenbrenner
Bogen 6, D-80797, München, FR Germany
phone: +49-89-14349363
email: sabine@ggrs.com
website: http://www.ggrs.com/

Julie Schlesselman
Genealogy and Local History Division
Whitewater Valley Public Library District
919 Main Street
Brookville, Indiana 47012
765-647-4031
email: julie@wvcl.org

Sergey S. Skorwid
slavlang@philol.msu.ru>

Kevin T. Lett
USA Family Tree
P.O. Box 830
Glen Allen, Va. 23060
website: http://www.usafamilytree.com/about.htm
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Virginia Records – Shenandoah and Russell Counties
“Russell County Deed Book #1”, Abstracts 1786-1795
p. 109 Jacob Raresnake (August 17, 1790)
Russell and Shenandoah County Records:
Tax records 1785 (Shenandoah County)
Marriage certified February 25, 1784 (Shenandoah County)
Served as Juror April 1791
Served as a Grand Juror November 1793
Census 1820
Will 1826
Property Bill of Sale October 18, 1834
"Russell County Law Order Book #3 1799-1808” (Part I)
p. 149 Jacob Raresnake re: survey information.
p. 192 Jacob Raresnake
p. 252 Jacob Raresnake re: road survey
p. 265 Jacob Raresnake re: road survey and repair
p. 304 Jacob Raresnake re: "securities to be of good behavior towards Jos. Smith for 6 months".
p. 326 Jacob Raresnake re: "indenture from David Calhoun and Fereby to Jacob Raresnake, recorded".
"Russell County Law Order Book #3 1799-1801” (Part II)
p. 381 Jacob Raresnake re: road survey
p. 442 Jacob Raresnake to be paid for serving 2 days as a witness againt William Moore.
p. 455 Expenditures of Court - Clerk service for 1805. Payment to Jacob Raresnake for killing one old
wolf.
p. 538 Jacob Raresnake - Grand Juror
p. 538 Jacob Raresnake re: information against survey of a road for not keeping it in repair. Lists Jacob as
a farmer.
p. 586 Jacob Raresnake, Jr. - recommended as Ensign in the 1st Battalion, 72nd. Regiment to replace
Charles Hays.
p. 606 Jacob Raresnake - Grand Juror
p. 607 Jacob Raresnake granted probate will of a Lawrence Vanhook.
p. 722 Indenture from Jacob Raresnake and Mary to Jos. Shoemaker, recorded.

Marie Rasnick Fetzer
57 Overland Trail
Mineral Bluff, GA 30559
706-374-4464
email: mariefetzer@tds.net
website: http://www.rasnickfamily.org
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